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Carsphairn sets the standard
The show season in Dumfries and Galloway got underway in style on Saturday with big increases 
in entries at Carsphairn.
   It was one of the best entries at the annual hill show for many years and attendances were also up.
   The 113th Carsphairn Pastoral and Horticultural Society show in the field at Crofts was also a success story for 
the Blackface flock at Gass Straiton.
   For Messrs J.W.Kay and Co not only won the supreme Blackface championship for the first time ever , but 
also went on to lift the Furmiston Trophy presented by D & J Gibbon, for the winner of the inter-breed 
championship competed for annually between the champions from the Blackface section, the Mule, Bluefaced 
Leicester and the any other breed champion.
   Messrs Kay’s champion ewe hogg is by a £2,200 Glenrath sire and out of a ewe by a £5,000 Dalchirla. She was
champion at Ayr Show last month and also won the champion of champions award at Cumnock 10-days before
coming to Carsphairn to complete the treble for the first part of the season. 
   It was the first time the Gass flock has lifted the overall award in the Blackface section as well as a first time 
for the Inter-breed championship. The Kay brothers who run around 1200 pure Blackface ewes at Gass were 
also successful in winning the 100th Show perpetual Cup presented by the society which was awarded this year 
for the best ewe hogg in the open classes.
   The judging of the Blackface classes went on throughout the morning and into the early afternoon with the 
ringsides packed for much of the time.
   There was also a double success for Wilson Ramsay of Knockreoch, Dalry who took the reserve championship
in the open Blackface classes after winning the confined section with his three-crop home-bred ewe.
   It made a hat- trick of wins in the confined section for Knockreoch, who was overall winner in the Blackface 
rings a year ago.
   His champion was a home-bred three crop ewe by a £21,000 Glenrath sheep and was being shown for the 
first time. The dam is by a Milnmark sheep.
   The reserve champion in the confined section was a three-year-old Fingland tup whose sire was a Craig tup 
brought out by show president David Pringle for NSP Parry of Marbrack, Carsphairn. The reserve ticket winner 
was off a Blackcraig tup and was shown last year as a hogg at the same show.
   There was success also for Mr Pringle in the hired shepherd’s class where he brought out the champion, a 
home-bred gimmer out of a Blackcraig tup. The champion was shown at Carsphairn a year ago but did not 
figure in the top prizes. Mr Pringle said:” I had to get someone to show as I’m president this year. I’m delighted
with the show and also with winning this section for the second year in a row. I must have won it about six 
times now.”
   Robert McTurk of Glenhowl, Dalry, was the top exhibitor in the Bluefaced Leicester section where he won the
supreme championship and the reserve.  His champion was a ewe hogg by a Teviot sire and the mother is by a 
Broomhills tup. She was a full sister of the £2,700 ram lamb that topped the video sale in 2001 and was first 
prize as a ewe lamb last year.
   Mr McTurk’s champion went on to take the reserve inter-breed championship behind the Gass Blackface 
champion.
   Mr McTurk’s reserve champion who was being shown for the first time, was also by a Teviot sire and out of a 
Fellview mother. She is also a full sister to ram lambs that sold for £2,700 and £3,600.
   In the strong mule classes the champion was a ewe lamb which was brought out by J&M Kerr of Craigskean, 
Maybole. She is by a home-bred sire Castlehill P2 and out of a Gass ewe. She was also reserve at New Cumnock
10 days earlier.
   The reserve champion was also a ewe lamb shown by Neale McQuistin of High Airyoland, New Luce, who was
showing at Carsphairn for the first time. His reserve champion is off a home bred son of an £8000 Hewgill and 
out of an Auldhouseburn- bred ewe. 
   The any other breed turned out to be another very strong section with the championship going to Graeme 
Sinclair of Carnavel, Carsphairn with a tup lamb born on March 20 which is a Beltex X Texel. His champion was 
being shown for the first time and it is the first championship in this section for Carnavel.
   The show secretary, Mrs Jean Gibbon of Furmiston, Carsphairn said it had been a tremendous show and they 
were all delighted with the big increase in entries.
   “The confined section was up from 33 to 50 and the Any Other Breed also showd  

Captions to accompanying photographs:
ABOVE: Eager and expert eyes as the judging of the Blackface classes reaches a climax.

RIGHT:  Firm hands as this Blackie is lead back to the ringside.

BELOW: Trying to catch the eye of the judge are these Bluefaced Leicesters.


