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EDITORIAL 

Our Annual Exhibition opened at Easter—  

Normal Opening times are:- from June until the end of September - 

1030—1700 Monday to Saturday (except Wednesdays ) and Sundays 1400—1700 .    

Until June Weekends and Bank Holidays as above times  ONLY 

This year’s exhibition at the Heritage Centre, 
Local Tales and Legends,…..and Spooky Stories    

is a reworking of some previously shown material from a two week display from 
1988, but with much newly created texts and illustrations.  
Quote from our chair’ ……… 

 

"the surreal backdrop to this year's exhibition creates an atmosphere of spookiness 
to complement the title Tales and Legends.........and Spooky Stories. One of our 
models which has played many parts over the years has been transformed to    
having a witchful as well as a watchful eye over the exhibition. New stories have 
emerged about "happenings" in the area and these coupled with the well  
established tales and legends make this a fascinating exhibition.” 

 

We can see a representation of the “Black Rocks” in Glen Muck, and (hopefully *) 
we will be protected from any straying witches who might pass by on their way, 
with the planting of a rowan tree at the front door of the Centre.   
As a taster, we have printed the poem “Jenny wi the airn teeth” p8, and pictured 
her on the front cover.   Come and see what else we have to offer…….  

            
The Loch and Glen 
Muck from  
the top of the  
   Black Rocks 

  

*I say hopefully as the sapling has no leaves for positive identification yet, as I 
write!  But I will take the blame  if it’s not ……...maybe the witches won’t know 

either! Ed.  7

FOOTNOTES  
1.Blackband is coking coal combined  with iron ore.
2.The Houldsworth family started the Dalmellington Ironworks in 1848 at 

Dunaskin.  In 1848 the first iron was made and in 1850 the ironworks 
were built remaining in operation until 1921.  Many of the leadminers 
from Carsphairn found work there after the leadmining declined.

3.The established church in the 1830s was composed of those who increas-
ingly resented the “intrusion” of the State in the affairs of the Church, 
particularly in the matter of Patronage” – the legal right of the local lairds 
to impose ministers on congregations who might be and often were un-
willing to accept them for one reason or another.  During the “Ten Years 
Conflict 1833 – 1843 the Church made various attempts through Acts of 
its own, to give congregations some say in the matter and there were 
some attempts to get the government to abolish or at least ameliorate 
the Patronage Act.  After all efforts to move the State to reform, or the 
courts to act sympathetically, the Disruption of 1843 became inevitable.  
In fact only 474 ministers did leave the established Church. Mr Welsh did 
not leave but the church that was built at Lamloch in 1844 was a result of 
the Disruption.

4.Cholera. The local newspapers reported several outbreaks, one particularly 
bad one being in Dumfries in 1848.

5.The penny postage was started on 10 January 1840 months ahead of sched-
ule before any postage stamps were ready. Special head stamps had to 
be made for use by the post office to indicate that the penny postage had 
been paid.  Finally on 6th May 1840 the Penny Black stamps went on sale.

6.Possibly Chartist riots. This was a national movement whose objective was 
to increase awareness of political and social grievances.  In 1843 the peo-
ple’s Charter was adopted in which universal suffrage, annual parlia-
ments and secret ballots were demanded. Glasgow and the west of Scot-
land produced more militant chartists and perhaps these were the rioters 
mentioned in the letter.  The Chartists achieved little in the way of con-
crete reform and after 1848 the movement died out.

7.Queen Victoria was married to Prince Albert of Saxe Coburg Gotha on 10th 
February 1840

8.Now known as Jameston House
9.The first opium War with China 1839 – 1842
10.Oregon was ceded to America in 1846.
11.War had been declared against Russia by France and Britain.  The allied 

troops landed in the Crimea on September 14th 1854.
12.The American Civil War – 1861 to 1865

* * *
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My mother is still very anxious that William and you won’t come home and take a 
farm in this country.  You would perhaps not make so much money but you would 
have everything more comfortable than you can have in Australia. (August 1850)
Miss Wallace (Knockgray) has got a new set of teeth but she talked so much after 
she got them in that they hurt her gums and she has now been obliged to take 
them out so I have not seen her with them yet. (August 1854)
Mother had a letter from William last week.  He was staying near the Crystal Pal-
ace near London.  He intended leaving there about this time for a tour in Wales 
for two weeks and then to be at Dumfries at the first of August to attend the 
Highland Society show there. He says that he intends going to Australia in October 
or November next as he would not winter again in Scotland. (July 1860.)
I am building a new house in Carsphairn Village where my old house and smithy 
stood. It is 47 feet by 35 and to be two storeys high.  The joists were put in yester-
day. The doors (it has two) windows and corners – base wall plate are white free-
stone and the rest of the front is polished whinstone cut square which makes it 
look good. (8) (July 1860)
International News
Trade has been very bad this year but is now reviving a little owing to the peace 
with China (9) (1846)
I see in the papers that there has been three bushrangers taken near Mel-
bourne. They will be rather dangerous customers where the country is thinly pop-
ulated.  What kind of guns are best for fetching out? (1846)
There is great talk about a war with America about the Oregon territory as the 
Americans are claiming it.  I think it is not worth disputing about.  They have given 
Britain the twelve months warning that was in their former agreement.  The Mili-
tia are to be raised in the spring.  It will not be very agreeable and trade being 
good it will not be easy to get substitutes (10) (January 1846)
The war with Russia is still going very slowly, the Russians keeping well out of the 
way. The only fighting has been with them and the Turks. (11) (August 1854)
You will see by the Dumfries papers how the war is going in America. There is not 
many killed on either side as yet.  Disease will come to kill more than the sword if 
they continue long at it. (12)(February 1862)
Through hard work the Jamieson family found success in Australia. Their family 

history is chronicled on the family 
gravestone, restored a few years ago, 
in Carsphairn kirkyard

Jameston House is the large building 
centre right.  (Post card 1930)
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From our Photographic Files— 

With a view to examining extreme weather conditions and how they have 
affeced the parish of Carsphairn over the years, we invite readers to submit pic-
tures and stories—not necessarily recent ones.  The deadline for the next news-
letter is 30th June 2016.  Items can be emailed or sent in to the Centre marked 
FAO Newsletter 115/6 

 

Carsphairn—March 

1947 

 

Deugh near Knocken-
gorroch  1976 

         Loch Muck c1980  > 

<Backhill o’ the Bush 1977 
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Letters from Carsphairn     Ed. By Anna Campbell   
Is the art of letter writing dead? It appears, nowadays, to be a rare pleasure to re-
ceive a handwritten letter, newsy, opinionated, and covering a variety of subjects 
but above all to be directed at the person to whom it is addressed. I have been delv-
ing into letters written from Carsphairn and there are plenty of them in the annals of 
our heritage. 
Letter writing was the one form of communication in the nineteenth century, a time 
when people moved to the New World, sent letters about their new experiences and 
hungered for news from home, a place that many of them would never return.  Two 
brothers, William and Robert of the Jamieson family from the Holm of Daltallochan 
went to Australia and whilst their letters home were not preserved the letters that 
flowed from Scotland have all been kept in the family archive in the office of their 
farm in Victoria. All the letters from Carsphairn were long, factual, descriptive and 
lively and the following extracts give a flavour of life here between 1839 and 1862. 
Local news. 
 “The lead mines are always getting better. There is a great quality of lead raised and 
they have built a good many houses and they are finishing a smelt mill and they are 
going to commence smelting within a month. (December 1839) 
There is going to be a free church built at Lamloch, the most of the miners go to it 
and a few of the parish people.  There is also a gallery built to the Church for the 
accommodation of the miners.  Miss Lamont is joining the free church.  I suppose 
she thinks she will catch some of the young miners as they are always getting new 
ones. (January 1845) 
The leadmines are looking very ill.  A great number of the men has left it but they get 
work at Dalmellington at the blackband.(1)  They have commenced there to build 20 
cottages.  They are of the name Holdsworth from Glasgow who has taken it. (2)  
They are very wealthy people. (March 1847) 
……is our premium day at New Galloway.  We expect a great turnout.  There is to be 
a ball in the evening and a regatta on Loch Ken next day.  The most of the party will 
be coming from Edinburgh, England and towns at a distance. (September 1842) 
“There is nothing talked about here but church affairs which will not interest you 
much in Australia. There are about 1150 ministers going to leave the Established 
Church.  Mr Welsh (the local minister) has not said whether he is out or not but he is 
greatly in favour of the Non Intrusion.  The Non Intrusion party is going to do a great 
deal of harm as it is going to cause a great deal of secession from the Church.(3) 
(May 1843) 
We had about a month of black frost before Newyearday.  There was a great num-
ber of sports played. We have a curling club in Carsphairn and an excellent pond on 
the black braes but as the frost came on early we had not got it filled with water so it 
was of no use.  We played Dalmellington, Kells and the Miners but was unsuccessful 
in all of them. We will play Dalry if there be ice.  The pond is covered today.  I think 
we are improving the more spiels we are at. (January 1845) 
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There seems to be a great deal of trouble in this part this year, both small pox, 
fever and British Collera. (4) (March 1847)
Yesterday 13 February 1856, we had one of the severest storms of wind that has 
been since 7 January 1839. This one lasted longer and has done more damage to 
houses and stackyards since the former.  I had only one rye crop and one big hay 
and one oat stack.  They were all three blown down and mixed up together and 
some of it carried in and over the Deugh.  Much of the thatch houses in this quar-
ter are stripped to the wood.  I will send you a paper that will let you see what it 
has done in other places. (February 1856)
There has been no accounts lately of the young men from Carsphairn who are at 
the Diggings how they are getting on.  I am afraid that they are going to be long in 
making their fortunes. The last account was that they had a great deal of quartz 
but could not get it ground. (November 1856)
There was a gentleman, a Mr Edwards from Liverpool took the shooting on Castle 
Maddy, Moss Portmark and Lochhead at £125 of rent.  He only killed seven birds 
and went off in a huff which I am not sorry for. (November 1856)
We have had the wettest season over the whole of Scotland that has ever been. 
There was only two occasions that we had two dry days together at one time from 
the 26th of June till the middle of October.  Most of the hay crops were half lost by 
floods or rotten in the ricks. ( February 1862)
National News.
  “I will send you the Dumfries Courier oftener that I have done. We have got 
cheap postage now and they are to be reduced to a penny on the 4 February. (5) 
(December 1839)
We have had a great deal of rioting in England for some time past and a number of 
victims killed by the soldiers and they are moistly all quiet.  It has done a great deal 
of harm to trade. We have also had some rioting in the neighbourhood of Glas-
gow.  The rioters have cleared odd some fields of potatoes to the farmers. (6) 
(September 1842)
Royal news
The Queen is going to be married in two or three months (7) (December 1839)
We have also had a visit from the Queen and Prince Albert at Edinburgh which 
caused a great stir in Scotland.  A great many people from this district went to see 
her.  I was not so loyal. I heard yesterday that there has been a great number hurt 
by scaffolding. (September 1842)
Family news and local gossip
“Mr Q and David are on the eve of getting new heirs with new custom-
ers” (September 1842)
“There has been many a change and many other things happened since you left 
this country and one in particular which I am sure you will be much astonished 
when you hear of it.  It is that Aunt Margaret of Muirbrack is married in March    
but it was a very foolish match”. (May 1843)
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There seems to be a great deal of trouble in this part this year, both small pox, 
fever and British Collera. (4) (March 1847) 
Yesterday 13 February 1856, we had one of the severest storms of wind that has 
been since 7 January 1839. This one lasted longer and has done more damage to 
houses and stackyards since the former.  I had only one rye crop and one big hay 
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some of it carried in and over the Deugh.  Much of the thatch houses in this quar-
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her.  I was not so loyal. I heard yesterday that there has been a great number hurt 
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“Mr Q and David are on the eve of getting new heirs with new custom-
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My mother is still very anxious that William and you won’t come home and take a 
farm in this country.  You would perhaps not make so much money but you would 
have everything more comfortable than you can have in Australia. (August 1850) 
Miss Wallace (Knockgray) has got a new set of teeth but she talked so much after 
she got them in that they hurt her gums and she has now been obliged to take 
them out so I have not seen her with them yet. (August 1854) 
Mother had a letter from William last week.  He was staying near the Crystal Pal-
ace near London.  He intended leaving there about this time for a tour in Wales 
for two weeks and then to be at Dumfries at the first of August to attend the 
Highland Society show there. He says that he intends going to Australia in October 
or November next as he would not winter again in Scotland. (July 1860.) 
I am building a new house in Carsphairn Village where my old house and smithy 
stood. It is 47 feet by 35 and to be two storeys high.  The joists were put in yester-
day. The doors (it has two) windows and corners – base wall plate are white free-
stone and the rest of the front is polished whinstone cut square which makes it 
look good. (8) (July 1860) 
International News 

Trade has been very bad this year but is now reviving a little owing to the peace 
with China (9) (1846) 
I see in the papers that there has been three bushrangers taken near Mel-
bourne. They will be rather dangerous customers where the country is thinly pop-
ulated.  What kind of guns are best for fetching out? (1846) 
There is great talk about a war with America about the Oregon territory as the 
Americans are claiming it.  I think it is not worth disputing about.  They have given 
Britain the twelve months warning that was in their former agreement.  The Mili-
tia are to be raised in the spring.  It will not be very agreeable and trade being 
good it will not be easy to get substitutes (10) (January 1846) 
The war with Russia is still going very slowly, the Russians keeping well out of the 
way. The only fighting has been with them and the Turks. (11) (August 1854) 
You will see by the Dumfries papers how the war is going in America. There is not 
many killed on either side as yet.  Disease will come to kill more than the sword if 
they continue long at it. (12)(February 1862) 
Through hard work the Jamieson family found success in Australia. Their family 

history is chronicled on the family 
gravestone, restored a few years ago, 
in Carsphairn kirkyard 

 

Jameston House is the large building 
centre right.  (Post card 1930) 
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From our Photographic Files—

With a view to examining extreme weather conditions and how they have 
affeced the parish of Carsphairn over the years, we invite readers to submit pic-
tures and stories—not necessarily recent ones.  The deadline for the next news-
letter is 30th June 2016.  Items can be emailed or sent in to the Centre marked 
FAO Newsletter 115/6
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EDITORIAL

Our Annual Exhibition opened at Easter— 

Normal Opening times are:  from June until the end of September 

1030—1700 Monday to Saturday (except Wednesdays ) and Sundays 1400—1700 .   

Until June Weekends and Bank Holidays as above times  ONLY

This year’s exhibition at the Heritage Centre,
Local Tales and Legends,…..and Spooky Stories   

is a reworking of some previously shown material from a two week display from 
1988, but with much newly created texts and illustrations. 
Quote from our chair’ ………

"the surreal backdrop to this year's exhibition creates an atmosphere of spookiness 
to complement the title Tales and Legends.........and Spooky Stories. One of our 
models which has played many parts over the years has been transformed to   
having a witchful as well as a watchful eye over the exhibition. New stories have 
emerged about "happenings" in the area and these coupled with the well 
established tales and legends make this a fascinating exhibition.”

We can see a representation of the “Black Rocks” in Glen Muck, and (hopefully *) 
we will be protected from any straying witches who might pass by on their way, 
with the planting of a rowan tree at the front door of the Centre.  
As a taster, we have printed the poem “Jenny wi the airn teeth” p8, and pictured 
her on the front cover.   Come and see what else we have to offer…….

           
The Loch and Glen 
Muck from 
the top of the 
   Black Rocks

*I say hopefully as the sapling has no leaves for positive identification yet, as I 
write!  But I will take the blame  if it’s not ……...maybe the witches won’t know
either! Ed.
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FOOTNOTES   
1.Blackband is coking coal combined  with iron ore. 
2.The Houldsworth family started the Dalmellington Ironworks in 1848 at 

Dunaskin.  In 1848 the first iron was made and in 1850 the ironworks 
were built remaining in operation until 1921.  Many of the leadminers 
from Carsphairn found work there after the leadmining declined. 

3.The established church in the 1830s was composed of those who increas-
ingly resented the “intrusion” of the State in the affairs of the Church, 
particularly in the matter of Patronage” – the legal right of the local lairds 
to impose ministers on congregations who might be and often were un-
willing to accept them for one reason or another.  During the “Ten Years 
Conflict 1833 – 1843 the Church made various attempts through Acts of 
its own, to give congregations some say in the matter and there were 
some attempts to get the government to abolish or at least ameliorate 
the Patronage Act.  After all efforts to move the State to reform, or the 
courts to act sympathetically, the Disruption of 1843 became inevitable.  
In fact only 474 ministers did leave the established Church. Mr Welsh did 
not leave but the church that was built at Lamloch in 1844 was a result of 
the Disruption. 

4.Cholera. The local newspapers reported several outbreaks, one particularly 
bad one being in Dumfries in 1848. 

5.The penny postage was started on 10 January 1840 months ahead of sched-
ule before any postage stamps were ready. Special head stamps had to 
be made for use by the post office to indicate that the penny postage had 
been paid.  Finally on 6th May 1840 the Penny Black stamps went on sale. 

6.Possibly Chartist riots. This was a national movement whose objective was 
to increase awareness of political and social grievances.  In 1843 the peo-
ple’s Charter was adopted in which universal suffrage, annual parlia-
ments and secret ballots were demanded. Glasgow and the west of Scot-
land produced more militant chartists and perhaps these were the rioters 
mentioned in the letter.  The Chartists achieved little in the way of con-
crete reform and after 1848 the movement died out. 

7.Queen Victoria was married to Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha on 10th 
February 1840 

8.Now known as Jameston House 

9.The first opium War with China 1839 – 1842 

10.Oregon was ceded to America in 1846. 
11.War had been declared against Russia by France and Britain.  The allied 

troops landed in the Crimea on September 14th 1854. 
12.The American Civil War – 1861 to 1865 

     * * * 



 

 8 

Find us at:   www.facebook.com/Carsphairnheritagecentre?ref=hl  
There have been some  lovely picture postings on our Facebook page recently. 
With a view to  examining  extreme weather conditions and how they have affected 
the Parish of Carsphairn over the years, we invite readers to submit  pictures and  
stories—not necessarily  recent ones.  Remember without articles and pictures 
there are no newsletters!        A.T. 

GETTING IN TOUCH 

 

Jenny wi’ the airn teeth 

 

What a plague is this o' mine, 
Winna steek his e'e, 
Though I hap him ow'r the head 

As cosie as can be. 
Sleep! an' let me to my wark, 
A' thae claes to airn; 
Jenny wi' the airn teeth, 
Come an' tak' the bairn: 
  
Tak' him to your ain den, 
Where the bowgie bides, 
But first put baith your big teeth 

In his wee plump sides; 
Gie your auld grey pow a shake, 
Rive him frae my grup— 

Tak' him where nae kiss is gaun 

When he waukens up. 
  
Whatna noise is that I hear 

Comin' doon the street? 

Weel I ken the dump-dump 

O' her beetle feet. 
Mercy me, she's at the door, 
Hear her lift the sneck; 
Whisht! an' cuddle mammy noo 

Closer roun' the neck. 
 

Jenny wi' the airn teeth, 
The bairn has aff his claes, 
Sleepin' safe an' soun', I think— 

Dinna touch his taes; 
Sleepin' weans are no for you; 
Ye may turn about 

An' tak' awa' wee Tam next door— 

I hear him screichin' oot. 
  
Dump, dump, awa' she gangs 

Back the road she cam'; 
I hear her at the ither door, 
Speirin' after Tam. 
He' a crabbit, greetin' thing, 
The warst in a' the toon; 
Little like my ain wee wean— 

Losh, he's sleepin' soun'. 
  
Mithers hae an awfu' wark 

Wi' their bairns at nicht— 

Chappin' on the chair wi' tangs 

To gi'e the rogues a fricht. 
Aulder weans are fley'd wi' less, 
Weel aneuch, we ken— 

Bigger bowgies, bigger Jennies, 
Frichten muckle men. 
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