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By the Rev. Dr D A L R T M P L E , and the Rev. Dr M ' G i L I , . 

Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, and Surface. 

TH E name of the town, parifh, and county of A i r , be
longed firft to the river, and was derived to them 

from it . I t is probably of Celtic origin ; for, according to 
the information of a gentleman ikilled in the Irifh language, 
Ahre fignifies thin or mallow, and is truly defcriptive of the 
water of Air compared with the neighbouring water of Dohn, 

now Doon, which, flowing out of a large lake, is furnifhed 
with a more deep and copious ftream. There are two towns 
of the fame name in France, Aire in Artois, and Aire in Gaf-
cony, which, no doubt, have the fame etymology. The an-
tient name of this parifh, as appears from fome old papers, 
was Are ; the modern name is Air or Ayr. It is fituated in 
the county of Air , prefbytery of Air, and iynod of Glaf-
gow and Air. Its form is quadrangular. The weft fide, a-
bout a mile and a half long, is bounded by the fea; the north, 
about 3 miles long, by the river A i r ; the fouth, about the 
fame length, by the river Doon j the eaftern fide is fully 4 
miles long, bounded by the parifhcs of Dalrymple and Coyl-
ton. For a mile and a half fouth of the town, the country 
is quite flat, and the foil fandy. It is nearly the fame on the 

north 
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north fide of the river, and the rife is but frriall for two miles 
more. On the eaft the rife is gradual- and beautiful for two 
miles and a half. The foil is for the moft part deep, much 
improved of late, and beautified by elegant plantations. T h e 
fhore is flat, and, in general, fandy. There arc fbme funk; 
rocks.; but they are not dangerous. 

Climate and Difeafes.—The air, upon the whole, is rather 
moift, owing to the clouds, which are wafted by the fouth-
weft wind from the Atlantic Ocean. W i t h a weft wind, 
which is often the cafe, little or no rain falls upon the parifh; 
of A i r ; the clouds being broken on the higheft point of the 
Ifle of Arran. About the time of the Equinox, there are 
frequently high winds. In fpring, there are often long tracts 
of cold winds, which blow from the north-cart and the north. 
Though the climate is falubrious in general, yet perfons of a 
confumptive habit ought to dwell at a diftance from the pa
rifh of Air . A fea voyage gives the beft chance of recovery. 
The common diftempers incident to children prove lefs fatal 
here than in neighbouring towns. No fields can be more 
commodious for walking, or the healthful exercifes of riding 
and golfing. Wife parents fend out their children early to 
fport upon turf full of diderent lorts of clover, particularly 
the yellow and the white. Once or twice within thele 4 0 
years, a dangerous fore throat, accompanied withk a putrid 
fever, has been epidemical. 

Lakes and Mineral Springs—There are two final! lakes, oner 
toward the fouth-fide, nan.ed Carleny, and the other at the 
eaftern ex'reinity, called Loch-Fergus, which is mentioned in 
the town's, charter about 6 c o years ago It appears that ibine 
confiJeraMe edifice has flood in its vicinity, out of the ruins 
of which fevcral houfes have been built. I t has a finjil ifle 

in 
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an the middle, and, probably, was a herenry. I n this lake 
are pike and eels, but few trouts. There is a mineral fpring 
on the north fide of the river, found out near 5 0 years ago, 
and frill ufed by a few poor people. It comes from a mixture 
of coal and iron, and has been thought efficacious in feveral 
diforders. 

Fijb.—Haddock and cod have been very plentiful on Air 
•coaft fince the herrings left i t : Mackarel has been fcarce for 
ibrae years part : Soals and turbot are rare. White fifli are 
generally fold at 1 d. per Englifh pound. The price of fal-
roon in January, and till the month of March, is between 6 6 . 
and 3 d. per pound. They arc much fcarcer than formerly, 
owing, it is fuppofed, to the liming of land. T h e price is 
kept high, too, on account of their being carried to Kilmar
nock, Irvine, Glafgow, and chiefly Paifley. Forty years ago, 
herrings were caught in great numbers, and fold from 6 d . 
.to 3 d. per hundred. Sail-fifh of large fize are fometimes 
taken, whence are got oils for tanners. The feafon for white 
fifh is through the whole year, except about fix weeks, from 
the end of March till the beginning of May, old ftile. When 
herrings were caught at the mouth of Air river, a lamp was 
ufually placed there. This lamp was of great ufe in prevent
ing fhip-wrecks ; and the lofs of ieveral lives, and loaded vef-
fels, at the end of the year 1 7 8 9 , n.ay be imputed to the want 
of it. 

Cultivation and Produce.—Very little ground in this parifh 
now lies warte or common. Between 8 0 and 9 0 acres, free 
to every burgefs, for feeding milk cows, was lately inclofed. 
About 2 0 acres of common was feued from the town, little 
more than 30 years ago, at L . 112 Sterling, with 1 8 s. 9 d. 
of feu-duty. Being brought into good tillage, and finely 
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planted, it fold in 1 7 9 0 for L . 1 1 0 0 Sterling. Th i r ty years 
ago there was much heath towards the eaft; it is now green, 
or yielding crops. Sea-weed is thrown in plentifully by winr 
ter ftorms, and much ufed in manuring land. Marie, in the 
higher grounds, is got in abundance, and is of great advan
tage, as there is little lime but what is imported from Ireland. 
Oats are fown from the end of February to the end of March; 
peafe and beans are fown in A p r i l ; barley in May and June, 
"Wheat fown before winter is commonly firft reaped, towards 
the end of Auguft. The parifh is fcarccly able to fupply i t -
felf with provisions, as appears from importations, and no 
great decreafe of price. Little flax is railed, at leaf): for fale. 
A considerable quantity of artificial graffes is raifed with 
great fuccefs. Moft of the wood in the parifh is young, but 
thriving well. 

Population.—It appears from the records of the Sailors So
ciety, that, -when wine was imported at Air from France, the 
population was much greater than at prefen"-. When a plague 
broke out here, near 2 0 0 years ago, according to tradition, 
about 2 0 0 0 died. In 1 7 4 5 , the inhabitants were reckoned 
about 2 0 0 0 . The return to Dr Wcbfter, in 1 7 5 5 , was 2 9 6 4 

fouls. Trade fince that time revived, particularly tobacco 
which added confiderably to the population. Incloiing 
took place much about the fame time; and in the years 1747, 
1 7 4 8 , 1749) and 1750, the herring fifliing was great: Saiiors, 
coopers, &c. were of courfe numerous. Upon the whole, 
the inhabitants have been increafing fcnfibly, though not ra 
pidly, for more than 3 0 years paft. The number of examin
able perfons in the parifh, reckoning from 7 years of age and 
upwards, is above 3 4 0 0 . Of thefe there are 3 0 0 0 in the 
town, and the remainder in the country. The number of 
fouls may therefore be ftated at about 4 1 0 0 fouls. 

Many 
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Many of the inhabitants are between 7 0 and 1 0 0 years of 
age. One walked to London after his 1 0 0 t h year ; another 
above 100 died a few months ago. 

Abjlratl of Births, Marriages, and Deaths, at different periods. 

Tears. Births. Mar. Deaths. 
M . F . Tot. Men. Worn. Chi l . Tot. 

1 6 0 4 — 5 1 4 6 128 2 7 4 
1 6 8 8 — 9 128 131 2 5 9 3 4 
1 6 9 8 — 9 9 l 88 179 4 1 
1 7 1 5 — 1 6 8 2 9 7 179 3 i 
1 7 3 4 — 3 5 100 9 0 190 4 2 3 9 4 9 3 9 127 

1 7 4 5 — 4 6 9 0 86 176 4 9 
127 

1 7 5 6 — 5 7 112 107 2 1 9 5 4 
1 7 6 7 — 6 8 112 ' 3 3 2 5 5 6 6 3 3 4 ' 4 5 119 
1 7 7 7 — 7 8 168 110 2 7 8 5 9 3« 4 8 6 0 146 
1 7 8 8 — 8 9 117 " 3 2 3 0 8 9 4 7 4 5 65 »57 

There are above 6 0 0 inhabited houfes in the parifh. The 
number of heritors is about 6 0 . There are 2 minifters of the 
Eftablifhed Church, 2 Moravians, 1 Epifcopalian, and 1 Me-
thodift. There are 2 phyficians, 3 furgeons and apothecaries, 
and about 16 writers. The feceders amount to about 5 0 or 
6 0 . 

State of the Poor.—Weekly collections, and other pariflt 
funds, put it in the power of the feflion to diftribuce L . 100 
per annum. The town gives L . 3 0 , the failors L . 10, the 
writers L . 5 , the merchants L . 3 ; and other fmall corpora
tions contribute to the extent of L . 14 or L . 15 ; befides 
which, there is a half year's /lent of L . 5 0 . The feffion re
tains, for occafional charities among poor tradclrnen, and 
others, about L . 2 0 . I f any part of this fum is faved at the 

end 
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end of the year, it is added to the funds of the Charity-houfe. 
This houfe was built by fubfcription in 1 7 5 6 , and is fit to re
ceive 6 0 perfons; but, as many penfioners prefer a fmall week
ly allowance out of the houfe, there are feldom more than 
4 0 in it. Alderman Smith of Londonderry, born at Air , left 
L . ioc, feveral years ago, to pnrchale 1 md f>r poor houfe-
keepers. This charity has proved very feafonable. Provoffc 
Cochrane of Glafgow, born and educated at A i r , left like-
>vife L . 100, the intereft of which is appointed to be given to 
a reputable burgefi's widow or daughter during life. A n in 
firmary and bridewell are much wanted. 

Price cf Labour end ProviJIons.—A labourer, with a wife 
and c children, is able to earn 7 s. per week, and fometimes 
a little more. At an average, he purchafes 3 pecks of meal, 
and a greater quantity of potatoes, half a cart of coals, and 
foap to the value of 2 d . per week; 3 (tone of wool, at 7 s. 6 d. 
the (lone, for clothing, and 10 lib. of lint, at l o d . per lib. 
per annum. His wife's attendance on the children prevents 
her from earning much. This may fcrve as a general fpeci-
men of the wages and expences of a labourer's family. A 
ihoemakcr, i f induftrious, gets from 1 s. 2 d. to 1 s. 8 d. a-
day; a mafon from 1 s. 3 d. to l s. 8 d.; a wright from 1 s. 3 d. 
to 1 s. 9 d . ; a taylor 1 s. 2 d. The price of provisions is more 
than doubled within thefe laft 5 0 ye.j-s Beef and mutton is 
npw from 4 d. to 5 d. per lib. Lamb is from 1 s. 3 d. to 
2 s. 6 d. per quarter; pork 6d. per l ib. ; veal from 4 d. to fid.; 
pigs from 2 s. 6 d. to 3 s . ; geefe 2 s . ; ducks from 9 d. to i s . ; 
chickens 4 d. and fometimes lefs; rabbits 9 d . ; butter from 
6 d. to 8 d. per l ib. ; cheefc from 4 d. to 6 d . ; wheat from 
2 1 s. to 25 s. p..r boll ; barley from 18 s. to 2 0 s . ; oats from 
16 s. to 18 s. 

Church 



Church and Stipend.—The prefent church was built i n 1 6 5 4 , 

and is kept i n good repair by the magistrates. The old 
church, (tiled St John Baptist's, was converted by Oliver 
Cromwel into an armory j for which he gave an allowance o f 
1 0 0 0 Englifh mtrks to build another. I t was i n St John 
Ba'ptift's church' that the parliament met to confirm Bruce's 
title to the throne. Records of their federunt Shew, that 
numbers of the nobility could only Sign their initials. T h e 
fenior minister's living, including the glebe, is about L . 130 

per annum. The King is patron. The town generally a l 
lows the fenior minister 1 1 guineas for a houfe. The l-*gal 
ftipend of his colleague would Scarcely amount to L . 7 5 ; but, 
from regard to him who at prefent fills the charge, the ma
gistrates and council, befides allowance for arhonfe, have add
ed a fum which makes his Stipend L . 105. The roWn-coun-
cil and feffion are patrons. 

Mifcellancous Observations.—There are no'volcanic appear
ances in this parifh, unlefs large rocks, and fragments of rocks, 
which have numerous indented ftones, or metals of different 
kinds, be considered as fuch. Various figured Stones and pe
trifactions have been found in the parifh'. There is a confi-
derable quantity of moor-Stone lying on the furface of the 
ground. The free-Stone lies rather deep'. Some houfes in 
the town let at L . 2 0 , but a greater number between that 
fum and L . 10. The rent ot the falmon fifhery in the river 
Doon is L . 8 0 ; that in the river Air a little lefs. The mar
kets here are good. The common fuel is coal . T h e price 
paid at the pit, per cart, is from 2 s. 3 d. to 2 s. 6 d. The 
one pit is half a mile distant, and the other rather more. That 
at Drungan, in the pariSh of Stair, though a little dearer, is 
undoubtedly the beSt According to tradition, there was a 
battle fought, before the Christian aera, in the valley of Dai

ry mple, 
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jymplci in which two Kings, Fergus and .Coilus, ' fell . I t is 
' added, that Lochfergus takes its name from the former, and 

the river Kyle from the latter. Thither Coilus, it is faid, was 
purfued and flain. The fmall village of Coylton, 6 miles eaft 
of A i r , Kkewife is faid to derive its name from h i m . I t has 
been fuppofed that Dalrymple, Dale-roi-mel, fignifies the' val
ley of the {laughter of kings. There is a cairn of ftones in 
the midft of this valley. In June 1734, a ball of fire paffed 
through two oppofite windows of the neweft fteeplc, broke 
one end of the bell bomb-joift, and then defcended to the 
ftreet, but did no more harm. A boy in the neighbourhood 
was killed by another ball of fire. Perhaps the only inunda
tion that deferves notice happened in 1 7 3 9 , attended with a 
great ftorm. This raifed the river much, and forced fhips of 
considerable burden quite out of the channel. 
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A P P E N D I X . 

Q O M E additional information having been received, with 
L ^ regard to the population of the town and parilh of A y r , 
inferred in the firft volume of this work; and alfo, refpe&ing 
the parifh of Newton upon Ayr , which is included in this vo
lume; it is thought proper to add that information, by way of 
Appendix. 

i . A Y R . 

S T A T E of the Population of the Parifh of Ayr , diftinguifh-
ing the Number of Inhabitants in the Town and Country, 
their Age and Sex, the Natives of the Parifli, and thofc 
born elfewheie.—From a Survey, taken in the Year 1 7 9 ^ 
by Mr L . M'Kechnie, Seffion Clerk of Ayr . 

Inhabiting the Town. 
Males. Females. 

Under die age of io 4 0 5 4 2 9 

From io to Co 1108 1517 

60 to 70 83 I49 

7 0 to 8 0 do 7 3 
8 0 to 9 0 17 28 

9 0 to 100 2 

Carried over 1673 2 1 9 8 

T o t a l . B o r n In B«rrt r i f e 
t h e par 11b. w.' .c;; . 

Broughc 
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Males. F e m a l e s . T o t a l . B o r n m B e r n c l f e -
j j , t h e r o r i l h v i l iere. 

Brought over 1673 2 1 9 8 3 8 7 1 1 8 3 8 2 0 3 3 

Under 10 8 5 8 1 

From 10 to 6 0 2 5 + 2 9 2 

60 to 7 0 *7 2 3 
7 0 to 8 0 14 3 
8 0 to 9 0 4 1 

9 0 to 100 2 

3 7 4 4 0 2 7 7 5 2 9 9 4 7 7 

Total 2 0 4 7 2 6 0 0 4 6 4 7 2 1 3 7 " 2 5 1 0 

L I S T of the 9 incorporated Trades of Ayr, diilinguiftiing the 
Number of .Matters, Journeymen, and Apprentices, employed 
in each. From an Account taken by the Convener, in No
vember, 1791-

Matters. J o u r n e y m e n . A p p r e n t i c e s . T o t a l . 

Hammermen 2 4 16 2+ 64. 
Weavers 6 l 8 9 3 6 186 
Dyers 6 4 2 12 
Tailors 3 2 2 0 5 5 7 
Squaremen 3 4 6 8 33 »3S 
'Shoemakers 25 27 1 0 62 
Skinners a 1 1 4 
Coopers 12 5 S 22 
Flefhers H j 6 4 34 

Z I O 246 120 5 7 6 

Tt appears, from their records, that the Dyers and Skinners 
were, about a century ago, among the moft numerous corporations, 
and that the Coopers were, then, more numerous, owing to a con
siderable wine trade carried on with France. 

Belides the above incorporated trades, there are, in the country 
part of the parifli, 5 blackfroiths, 3 cart-wrights, and 2 t3ylors. 
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Parijh of Ayr. 

Some particular: contained in a fecond account of the Pari/l) of 

Ayr received from' Dr. M'Gill in 1 7 9 1 , jufl after the firfl 

had been printed off, are here inferted. 

The Charter of the Burgh.—The Erection Charter of the 
burgh of Ayr, was granted by William the L y o n ; and is da
ted at Lanark the 21 ft day of May, but no mention of the 
year; an omiflion not unufual in thofe times. It muft have 
been between 1 1 6 5 and 1214, probably about 1 1 8 2 . How
ever, the Charter contains a grant of ajl the lands now com
prehended in the parifh of Ayr. 

Extent 
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Extent and Form of the Pariffj-—The prefent parifh of Ayr 
was formerly divided into two, Ayr and Allow ay. Ayr, in 
cluding the town> and Borrowfield, was a collegiate charge 
irom the Reformation. The other .half made the feparate 
parifh of Alloway 5 which, having but a fmall ftipend, was, 
about the beginning of the prefent century, annexed to Ayr, 
and its ftipend divided between the two collegiate minifters 
of that parifh. The ruins of Alloway church are yet to be 
feen, near the old bridge of Doon. 

The river Doon, near its mouth, has, at fome former pe
riod fincc the divifion of the county into parifhes, altered its 
channel. For, befides the marks of its old courfe, there is 
now on its north fide a farm of fome extent, named Coning-
park, which muft have been formerly on the fouth fide, in 
the parifh of Maybole, to which it ftill belongs. I t may not 
he eafy to account for this alteration, whether i t was the 
pure work of nature, or afCftcd by art. But it is certain 
the river now empties itfelf into the fea in a much ftraighter 
couffe than by its former channel. 

"Within a quarter of a mile of its mouth, a paper mill 
has been lately erected, on the fouth fide, by DavLd Earl of 
Caffillis; and, a little above that, a fine ftone bridge, of one 
arch, was thrown over by his brother Thomas the 9 t h Earl . 
This bridge is little more than half a mile below the old one; 
and by them are opened two different ways 'of communica
tion between Carrick and Kyle. 

Privileges, and Admhvf ration f the Burgh.—-The town of 
A y r is the feat of the prefbytery of that name ; and enjoys, 
With the town of Irvine, every fixth vice of the meeting of 
the fynod of Glafgow and Ayr; which convenes twice at 
Glafgow for once that it does at either of the other two 
towns. Ayr is likewife the head burgh of the county; and has 

a fiftW 
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a fifth vote with Campbelton, Inveraray, Rothfay and Irvine, 
for a member of Parliament. In fhape, it has fomething of 
the form of a crefcent, but one of the horns much longer 
•than the other. 

The adminiftration of this burgh is vefted in a provoft, 
two bailies, a dean of guild, and treafurer, with twelve coun-
fellors, two of whom are from the incorporated trades. Their 
election is conducted as follows. Upon the Wednefday, be
fore the Friday preceding Michaelmas day, the magiftrates 
and council (feventeen in number) meet in the court-hall, and 
elect, firft, one of their number, who is denominated old 
counfellor, then fix new counfellors for the enfuhng year, four 
of whom are merchants, and two trades: thefe, with the ma
gi fixates, and other members of council, meet in the fame 
place the Friday following,' and make the leets for provoft, 
bailies, dean of guild, and treafurer; and upon the firfl 
Monday after Michaelmas day, thefe twenty-three members, 
with three deacons, (termed extraordinary deacons,) from three 
different incorporations, meet as above, and elect the pro
voft, bailies, dean of guild, and treafurer, and as many mem
bers from the old council as, with the office-bearers and new 
counfellors, make feventeen, which form the magiftrates and 
council for the enfuing year. The magiftrates may be re
elected many years without intermiffion, the provoft ex
cepted, who muft be changed at leaft every two years ; and 
the magiftrates, &c. remain a year in the council after going 
out of office. 

After the election of the magiftrates and council, each of 
the nine incorporated trades, viz. the fmiths, taylors, weavers, 
dyers, fquarcmen, fhoemakers, fkinners, coopers, and flefhers, 
elect a deacon ; who, with the late deacon of each incorpora
tion, meet on the Saturday following, and elect a convi-cncr, 
who muft be one of that number. Thefc form what is de

nominated 
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nominated the conveener's board, of, which he is pxeiident; 
but he is neither a magiftrate nor member of council from 
office: but he, or any deacon, may be elected a counfellor, 
except the deacons of the flefhers and coopers^ who can nei
ther be chofen counfellors, nor vote for the magiftrates. 

The revenues of this burgh vary according to circumftan-
ces; they amount, at an average, to L . 6 0 0 fterling per an
num.-

The tolbooth, with a fpire 1 3 S feet in height, Hands in 
the middle of. the ftreet called the Sandgate, and very much 
incommodes thofe who pafs that way, or live in its neighs 
bourhood. The hall adjoining thereto, where the jufticiary 
and fheriff courts are held, is tolerably large and commodi
ous. The town-hall, or affembly room, fituated near the 
Crofs, though not large, is very neat and convenient for an 
ordinary company. The meal market {lands' near the middle 
of the town, but is a great deformity to that part of the ftreet. 
The flefh market is very well fkuated on the edge of the r i 
ver ; and is at all times well provided with as good meat as 
is any where to be met with. 

Situation and Produtl'tons of the Paripj.—s?ov about a mile 
and a half fouth of the town, and the fame diftance eaft from 
the fea, a flat fandy foil, with very little rifing, naturally 
yielding a fhort fweet grafs throughout the year, extends-
about a furlong or two in breadth along the fhore. Beyond 
that, the plain is generally kept in tillage, and, with the 
help of manure'from the town, and fea-weed from the fhore, 
produces good wheat, rye, oats, barley, beans, peafe, pota
toes, Sec. At the eaft fide of the plain, nearly a mile and a 
half from the fhore, the country begins to rife, in feveral 
places, rather abruptly at firft,. but afterwards more gently 
for about two miles, and falls again at the eaftern extremity, 

which 
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which is between five and fix miles from the fhore, or weft-
em extremity: fo that the greater! length of the parifh, from 
E . to W. is little lefs'than 6 miles; its greateft breadth, from 
N . to S. is between 3 and 4 miles; and from thence it lef-
fens gradually towards the weft, till it comes'to the fhore, to 
one mile and a half. The foil is nowhere rocky, but for 
the moft part deep and wet, and not very fertile naturally? 
yet every part of it is improvcable, and generally much im
proved of late years, both in refpect of crops and elegant 
plantations. There are no lime quarries in the parifh; but 
they have lately found, in fome places of the higher grounds, 
a kind of blue marie, which has been ufed with fuccefs. 
There is much limeftone daily imported from Ireland, in the 
coal veffels. 

Agriculture—has made great progrefs here, -as well as in 
other parts of the country, within the laft thirty or forty 
years. The lands of Alloway, being the full half of the pre
sent country parifh of Ayr, were ^formerly poffeffed by te
nants at the yearly rent of is . 3 d . per acre, which they were 
not able to pay, and often became bankrupts and beggars. 
I n the year 1 7 5 5 , thefe lands wefc fold by the town to pr i 
vate proprietors, who continue to pay the antient rent as a 
perpetual feu-duty, and the fale produced a capital-of L . 7 2 0 0 . 
Since that period, the lands have been brought into good 
cultivation, and. are now finely inclofed, and adorned with 
plantations and country feats; Rofiell, Doonholm, Green
field, Mount-Charles, Bellifle, &c. 

The lands of Borrowfield, the other divifion of the coun
try parifh of Ayr, feem to have been alienated from the 
town at fome far diftant period, when money was extremely 
fcarce; for though they ftill pay a feu-duty, it is a mere trifle, 
compared with what is paid for the Alloway lands. 

There 
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There is fcarce any part of the parifh which is not arable, 
and moft of it 'aftually bears crops, chiefly of oats; yet it is 
by no means able to fiipply itfelf, including the town, with 
provifibns. Large fupplies, both of vegetable and animal 
food, are brought in from all the neighbouring country, 
from Galloway, and often from Ireland. Clover- and rye 
grafs are frequently fown with great profit. 

The town has ftill in its poffeffion a fmall ftripe of pafture 
ground along the fands, for about a quarter of a mile to the 
S . ; as alfo, at fome diftance to the S. E . a common, 'of be
tween 8e and 9 0 acres, for feeding milk cows, and free to 
every burgefs. The greateft part of the common to the S. 
a large circular field, has been of late inclofed with a good 
ftone wall, which has immediately within it a fine race courfc. 
The field has likewife been cleared of whins or furae. 

The whole land rent of the parifh amounts at prefent i» 
about L . 3 700 fterling; and the extent is faid to be fome-
thing more than 5 0 0 0 acres. 

Though the climate is healthy, many examples of that ex
traordinary longevity, which are reported from other places, 
cannot be produced. Several perfons among us arc above 
8 0 years, and we have four at prefent on the borders of 9 0 . 
I t is faid that, in the year 1 7 4 5 , one of the inhabitants, at 
the age of 114, walked from Ayr to Lcith, and there took 
Clipping for London, where he died, after a ftay of only two 
months. The town ftands on a dry fandy foil, and has fields 
adjoining, than which, none can be fitter for walking, or 
for the diverfions of racing, golfing, &c. Every one has 
cafy accefs to the turf, covered at all feafons with a beautiful 
verdure, and in Spring and Summer adorned with wild 
dailies and other flowers. 

The fea-fliore, is flat and fhallow; and the navigation 
s f the river, where the tide never flows above 12 feet, is 

fubjett 
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fubject to t i c inconvenience of a bar, which at times, efpe-
cialiy by the violence of .the'N. W . winds, is thrown up 
almoft quite acrofs the mouth of it. This , however, is in 
part cleared away, when the river happens to be greatly fwell-
cd by rains; fometimes it is neceffary to dredge i t ; and the 
inconvenience is likely to be further remedied, by a good 
ftone wall, built on both fides of the river, which is now car
rying on, and more than half finifhed. Formerly the fouth 
fide of the river, beyond the Quay, was fenced by large trian
gular wooden boxes, filled with ftones. But thefe were found 
to be very expenfive, by the frequent repairs which they wan
ted ; and therefore, an attempt has of late been made, and is 
already far on in the execution, to procure the fame con
venience, by building, inftead of wooden boxes, a wall of the 
fame height, but entirely of ftone, perpendicular on the fide 
next the river, and doping off on the other fide. This , it is 
hoped, wil l anfwer the fame end, and be more durable. I n 
the courfe of laft year, there were built at fome diftance from 
one another, but uniting in a line when viewed from the bar, 
two reflecting light houfes, to direct fhips into the entrance 
of the river. From the mouth of the river fouthward, near
ly in a direct line, and about a quarter of a mile diftant from 
one -another, there lie four different heaps of large ftones; of 
which three are always to be feen at about half tide, but the 
fourth or northmoft one, only at fome very low ebbs. Thefc 
ftones, being many of them of great weight, and all of them 
loofe and unconnected, are lifted by grappling,irons fixed to 
a crane, and conveyed on pontoons, and are found to be ufe-
ful materials for fencing the river, on both fides, by the walls 
formerly mentioned. 

Fijber'us.—Formerly there were great herring fifhings at 
this place, much to its emolument; but nothing of that kind 

has 
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has appeared for thefe 2 8 years laft paft. The coafr affords 
plenty of falrnon, at leaft for home confumption every year, 
and a great variety of excellent white fifh, cod, l ing, had
docks, whitings, fkate, flounders, &c. No fhell fifh, except 
a few crabs and lobfters. Cod are in fcafbn from the end of 
June to the end of February; ling and haddocks are the fame. 
Skate good at ail feafons, when they can be got. T h e white 
fifhing is moftly carried on by a fociety of people from Aber-
deenfhire, who purfue their bufinefs with great diligence and 
fiiccefs-; but they begin to complain of a fcarcity of fifh on 
tins coaft, fuch as -has-fometime ago taken place on the eaft 
eoaft of Scotland. They ufed to fell their fifh for a penny 
per pound, 'till a man came from Edinburgh of late, and of-, 
fcred them i i d . for all that they could fpare. They likewife 
fend large fupplies to Kilmarnock, Irvine, Paifley, and Glaf
gow. They catch their fifh by long lines with hooks and 
baits fixed on them, at proper diftances, and funk to the bot
tom with weights at either end. The falmon fifhing is ma
naged by people of this country; and there are feven cobles 
or fifliing boats, ufually employed with four men for each 
boat, tliree for the river of Ayr, and four for the Doon, .but 
more or fewer as occafion requires. They are permitted to 
ufe fix for each of the rivers, if needful. The falmon fifhing 
at the mouth of Doon, which belongs to the Earl of Caffilis, 
pays a rent of L . 9 0 per annum, and there is a cruive about 
fix miles up the river, which pays L . 13 more. The fifhing 
of Ayr river formerly belonged to Sir Thomas Wallace of 
Craigi.e, but is now the property of the fociety of writers in 
A y r ; and is rented at L . 8 5 , together with the payment of 
fome public burdens, as L . 1 to the town for each coble em
ployed in the filhing, and L . 2 in all to the minifter of Monk-
ton.' A few years ago, the price of falmon, in Summer and 
Antumn, came as low as i£d. per pound; but now, it is 

never 
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never under 2Td . 5 fometimes much more, efpeciallv the firft 
in the feafon. 

Tides, Landmarks, CSV.—Sea-weed of the common kind is 

thrown in by the winter florins, in great quantities, and muck 
ufed for manuring lands. The tides are very equal; and no 
remarkable currents nigh the coaft, nor rocks, except thofe 
already mentioned. As for landmarks, the rock of Ailfa, rif-
ing like a lofty broad ihouldcrcd cone, ten miles from the 
neareft coaft, ferves admirably for the entrance -of the Frith 
of Clyde; and to the fouth of it, in cafe of" a ftorm, there is 
a fafe retreat in Lochryan; on the north, in Lamlafb, an ex
cellent harbour, in Arran. The Brown Carrick hi l l , 3 miles 
to the fouth of us, prefents a noble ridge, of nearly the fame 
length from eaft to weft j towards the laft h bears its high-
eft point, and from thence Hopes gently down to the fea. But 
on its north fide, it fends out, beyond a deep narrow valley, 
a bold promontory or two, contiguous to one another, called 
the Bowerhill, or, Heads of A y r ; and another not fo high, 
about half a mile farther eaft, called Greenan, with the re
mains of an old caftle, on the very brink of the precipice. 
About 8 miles north from thefe promontories, is the fmali 
flat rocky ifland, called Lady Iile, inhabited only by a few 
rabbits, but fuppofed to afford good anchoring ground on its 
saft fide, and therefore has of late years had two pillars erec
ted on it, for directing fhips to find their proper ftation there. 
Nothing, however, but extreme necefGty, can induce any fhip 
to attempt anchoring there, be the ground ever lb good, bc-
saufe there is no fhelter above. 

A l l thefe landmarks, with the fteeple of the town, the 
tDwer of St. John's in the citadel, and a large fugaf houfe 
near the ihore, furnifh good direction towards Lhe harbour 
of Ayr . 

Stwit', 
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Stints, Minerals, t&c>—Of freeftone we have two quarries, 
now working, hard by the town; but they lie deep, and re
quire a good deal of labour to bare them." Two or three 
great coal works, alfo, are carried on in our neighbourhood, 
but. all by the fame company; one in the parifh of St^ Qui-
vox, on the B'.ackhoufe eftate, now belonging to a company 
in Edinburgh; another, to the community of Newton-upon-
A y r ; and the third, to a private family. There is little doubt 
but that coal might be found in our parifh. The exportation 
of coal to Ireland is the principal branch of trade carried on 
at this port. 

Schools.'—One might form a high idea of the population 
of the parifh from the number of fchbols that are in it. 
Two Englifh mafters appointed with falaries of L . 15 each, 
have each of them from 3 8 to 4 0 fcholars throughout the 
the year, at the rate of 3s. per quarter for every fcholar. 
Befides thefe, there are three other Englifh fchools, without 
falaries, and with the fame wages, and almoft as numerous 
as the former. 

For the Latin there is a mailer, with a falary of L . 2® 
per annum, and 5s. a quarter for each fcholar; and the 
number of his fcholars is generally about 4 0 . His higheft 
clafs he commonly inftrudts in the rudiments of the Greek 
language. The fame falary is allotted to a mafter who teaches 
arithmetic, book-keeping, navigation, geometry, &c. Final
ly, there are two writing matters; of whom one has a falary 
of ten pounds per -annum. French is taught privately by fe-
veral hands. 

Religious InflruBion.—Of religious inftructors, there are, 
befides two minifters on the eftablifhment, who do duty in 
ene place of worfhip, one epifcopal, two Moravians, (a feci 

whisk 
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which firft appeared here not much more than 2 0 years ago,) 
and very lately one Methodift. None of their meetings are, 
os yet, coniiderable. Of profeffed Seceders, (Antiburghers,) 
who attend a place of worfhip at the hcadof Wallace Street, 
in the parifh' of St, Quivox, there may be 5 0 or 6 0 fouls j 
of Epifcopalians, fomewhat fewer; Roman Catholics, none. 

Phyjic.—For Our bodily health, we have one phyfician 
"and three furgeons, who all, except the firft, a£t as apothe-
caries. 

Xfiw.-—Ayr, being the head burgh of the county, has 
much law in - i t ; and the number of attornies, who attend 
the fheriff and town courts, has greatly increafed of late 
years, as Well as the caufes. The former are about 16. O f 
the latter there are generally pending upwards of 2 0 0 . The 
Writer of this article heard the fheriff-fabftitute affirm, that 
during the laft fummer feffion he had advifed no lefs than 
3 0 0 caufes. 

Houfes.—'•In the town alone it is computed that full 60 
hew houfes haye been built within thefe ten years, and many 
alfo in the country part of the parifh. The latter have been 
all built on new ground, and feveral of the former. But 
fome old houfes of the town have been pulled down, to 
make way for new ones. I t is rare that any of them have 
been left untenanted, but two or three are in that fituation 
this year. The ordinary-rent of houfes is from L . 2 0 or L . 2 5 
to L . 1 per annum. The number of licenfed alehoufes in the 
parifh, including inns and taverns, is at prefent 4 8 : and it 
cannot be fuppofed that fo many of them have a falutary ef
fect on the morals of the people. Some think it is hurtful 

that 
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that good ale is, by public aflefiments, rendered fo dear, 
and bad wkiiky fo cheap. 

Church.—~1The prefent'church of Ayr was built in 1 6 5 4 } 
and might contain, i f well filled, near 2 0 0 0 fitters. The 
old church, named ,St. John Baptift's, of which only the 
tower or fteeplc now remains, flood on the other fide of 
the town, next the fea, in what is called the Citadel. But 
Oliver Cromwell, judging it proper to build a fortrefs at this 
place, for keeping the weft country in awe, took poffeffion 
of St. John's Church for an armoury, and, by way of com-
penfation, gave the town 1 0 0 0 merks Fnglifh for building 
another.—The walls of the Citadel indole about 10 or i z 
acres of ground, artd'were originally furrounded with a wet 
ditch, which had a drawbridge over it on the fide next the 
town. It was a very regular fortrefs, with four baftions, 
three wells, a magazine, a fallyport, &c.; but built at fb-
great expence, that the Protector, when he had the accounts 
laid before him, afked if it was built of filver. For it feems 
no ftonc quarries near Ayr were then known; and the {tones' 
employed in building the Citadel were all brought from fome 
diftance by fea, and partly, it is faid, from the caftle of A r -
droffan,- belonging to the Earl of Eglinton. After the R e 
storation, therefore, the Earl afked, and obtained "a grant of 
the Citadel of Ayr from the Crown, to mdemrrify him, in 
part, for the ldfics he alledged he had fuftained during the 
tJfurpation. At prefent, it belongs to the Ear l o f Cafiillisy 
has a -large kiln and brewery in it, and pays L . 5 0 sterling of 
rent per annum. 

Within the wall of this fortrefs, as tradition Bears, anri 
at the higheft mount of it, flood the caftle of A y r , which is> 
mentioned in old hiftorics. And in the church of S t . John's, 
it is recorded, that the Parliament of Scotland met to confirm 

Robert 
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Robert Bruce's title to the throne, when many of the nobi
lity could hardly fign their initials. 

Stipends.—The Stipends of the two colleague minifrers of 
Ayr were, when firft modified anno 1 6 3 8 , of equal value, or 
nearly fo; the firft being payable, in bear and oat-meal, out of 
the teinds; and the other all in money, from the rent of cer
tain milns, granted to the town for that particular purpofe, 
by Queen Mary, 1567- But the progrefs. of agriculture and 
commerce, and the confequent decreafe of the value of mo
ney, have long ago made a great difference between them; 
fo that the firfi, at an average, may now be reckoned worth 
L . 130 fterling per annum, befides a glebe; while the other 
does not exceed L . 7 5 fterling per annum. Whatever the fe-
cond minifter enjoys above this, is purely a voluntary gratuity 
from the town ; and the gratuities allowed at different times 
fince the year 1761 amount now to L . 3 7 fterlLng per an
num. The patronage of the firft charge belongs to the 
crown; of the fecond, to the town council, and lcirk feffion, 
jointly. Neither of the ministers have manfes ; but tjie 
town, about feven or eight years ago, granted to each of tlxe, 
prcfent incumbents L . 1 2 : 1 2 fterling per annum, on that 
fcore. 

Prov'fion for the Poor.—For the fupport of the poor we 
have an hofpital, which was built by fubfeription about the 
year 1 7 5 6 , which is fufficicnt to accommodate (So perfons, 
old and young. But many of the poor chufe rather to re
ceive a fmall weekly aliment,' and to live in houfes of their 
own. The funds out of which they are fupplied, are the 
weekly collections, which may amount to L . 120 fterling per 
annum; a contribution of about L . 5 0 fterling, from different 
corporations' in the town, and a yearly ftent or poors rate of 

L . 100 
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L . 1 0 0 . Befides all this, there is an annual diftribution, a-, 
mounting to L . 2 0 fterling or upwards, made to reduced 
houfe-keepers, by the magiftrates and minifters, about the 
middle of winter, from a fund difponed for that purpofe, by 
Alderman Smith In Londonderry, who was a native of Ayr . 

Our poor are, upon the whole, well provided for, a cir-
cumftance perfectly underftood by the poor of neighbouring 
parifhes, who therefore flock in upon us from every fide, 
but do not complain of want, till they have made out a three 
years refidence in the place, after which they are reckoned its 
own proper poor. We are likewife opprefied with unfortunate 
women, who bring forth numbers of illegitimate children, 
whom they cannot find fathers to own, (thefe being general
ly failors or foldiers, previoufly gone away to diftant places,) 
and who muft therefore be either maintained by the public, 
or fuffered to ftarve. We ftand much in need of a Bridewell, 
for reftraining thefe and other diforders, and the timely cor
rection of fmaller crimes would, in many cafes, prevent great
er ones. 

I n Ayr gaol, during the year 1 7 9 0 , there were 7 0 debtors^ 
73 criminals, and 4 0 vagrants. 

Fuel.—The common fuel of this place and neighbourhood 
is coal; and the price fome years ago, was is . 6d. per cart, 
which is at the rate of 6s. per ton; afterwards it rofe to is. 
8 d a cart; and this laft Winter it came to 2s. at the rate of 
8s. per ton, where it now remains. The demand of late for 
exportation is fo great, that oft times fcarce any arc left for 
home ufe. 

Commerce and ManufaBures.—-The moft considerable branch 
ef trade, from the port of Ayry is, as before mentioned, the 
exportation of coals to Ireland. The quantity exported to 
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that kingdom in the year 1 7 9 0 , was 8 4 1 8 chalders, or 1 2 6 2 7 

tons. This trade is chiefly carried on by veffels belonging to 
Ireland, which import a confiderable quantity of limeftone, 
of an excellent quality. The lime when burned and flacked, 
is fold at 7 d . per boll. _ The articles imported from Ireland, 
are chiefly grain, linen cloth, and hides. Of imports from 
other countries, wood and iron from PrufEa and the Baltic 
are the principal articles. 

The veffels belonging to the port are 33 in number, as. 
follows: 
Yeflels. T o n s . M e n , 

18 employed in the year 1 7 9 0 in foreign trade, 1 8 9 4 ^ 1 3 4 
8 in the coaft trade, 332^- 2 9 
7 - in the fifhery, 2 6 6 3 - 2 7 

3 3 3 4 9 4 190 

Manufactories are not carried on to any great extent in this 
parifh. The principal are, thofe of leather, and of foft and 
hard foap. Of the former, the average number of hides tan
ned yearly for thefe laft four years is 3 0 0 0 , and from 5 to 6 0 0 

dozen of calf fkins. There are three foap manufactories, but 
the quantity made cannot be well afcertained. Of retail /hops 
in the town of Ayr , befides a few of inconsiderable note, 
there may at prefent be reckoned thirty-fix. Twenty-one of 
which are furnifhed with articles of grocery, four with hard 
ware, two with faddlery, and nine with broad cloth and ha-
berdafhery A large fugar houfe, built within thefe laft 2 0 
years, did not continue long employed, and lies wafte and 
ufelefs, as it has done for feveral years pa"ft. Our weavers of 
all kinds, have moft of their employment from Glafgow and 
Paifley. But of late there are many female children happily 
engaged in the tambouring bufinefs, which they have from 
the cotton manufactories. 

Banking 
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Banking Companies>—The firfl: banking company", cftablifli-
ed here, was that of John M'Adam and Company, which 
coniifled of 12 members, who carried on that bufihefs from 
1 7 6 0 to. 1 7 7 0 , with advantage to themfelves, and beneCt to 
the country. The next was the famous and well known 
bank of Douglas, Heron 2 n d Company, which commenced in 
1769, and continued 'till about the end of 1772. Upon the 
diflblution of that concern, another company was formed, 
pnder the firm of Hunters' and .Company, which with 3 
branch of the Bank of Scotland, now carries on all that bull-
nefs- in this place. 

Fairs, &c.—There are two market days in the town eve» 
ry week, Tuefday and Friday; this laft is the principal one. 
Apd .we have four fairs in the year, one every quarter. A t 
the beginning, of each fair, coarfc raw woolen cloths, manu
factured in this, and the neighbouring parifhes,. are fold to 
merchants from Glafgow, Paifley, &c. to. the amount of 
L . 4 0 0 0 or upwards yearly, at the four fairs. A t three of 
them, when the cloth market is over, is a large horfe mar
ket, chiefly of Irifh horfes. 

In a fea-port town, many as ufiral, addict themfelves to a 
fca-faring life, alfo fome inlift in the army, and many young 
men go abroad to pufh their fortunes. But no emigrations 
took place, even when they were mod in fafhion. 

The people in general are humane and charitable, live 
comfortably, and are contented with their circumftances. 
Their morals in many inltances have fufferpd by the practice 
of fmuggling, which is not yet entirely fuppreffed in this 
place; and it is not to be doubted but their condition might 
be ameliorated, chiefly by an increafe of true piety, and v ir 
tue, and honeft indufiry among them. 

Learned 
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•Learned Men.—Hiftory has recorded but few men, na
tives of this place, who were diftinguifhed in the republic of 
letters. Only in the 9th century it produced the famous John 
Scot, firnamed Erigena, or born in A y r , to diftinguifh him 
from a former born at Melrofe, and from another born in 
the 13 th century in the town of Dunfe. Erigena is faid to 
have excelled all the men of his time, in the knowledge of 
languages and philofophy, as alfo in acutenefs of judgment* 
readinefs of wit, and fluency of elocution. He ftudied at 
Athens, lived in great favour, with Charles the Bald of France, 
and wrote many books upon different points of philofophy 
and theology, of which fome remain at this day. T o him 
may be added Andrew Ramfay, better known by the name 
of Chevalier Ramfay, the author of Cyrus's Travels, and other 
works. And laftly, Robert Burns, the poet, born in the 
country part of the parifh of Ayr, and by his genius at Ieaft, 
as much diftinguifhed as eithef of the former authors. 


