
CARSPHAIRN AGRICULTURAL SHOW

Blueface’s first time win
A BLUEFACED Leicester has won the supreme championship at the region’s top hill show at Carspahirn for 
the first time ever.
   The tup lamb shown by Robert McTurk of Glenhowl, Dalry, took the class championship before going on to 
win the inter-breed championship which was one of the highlights of the day.
   It is the first time since the inter-breed championship was started by the Carsphairn Pastoral and 
Horticultural Society that the inter-breed award has gone to the Bluefaced Leicesters.
   The show, which has one of the best quality entries of Blackface sheep in the country, has been diversifying 
in recent years with the introduction of the Leicesters in 2000 and the Mules many years earlier. 
   Mr McTurk was delighted with his success which came as a fitting climax to one of the best shows on record 
for quality and weather.
   Although the Blackface entry was slightly back on the year the Bluefaced Leicesters, Mules and Any Other 
Breeds all showed increases with the total entry of sheep on the field amounting to 132.
   Show secretary Mrs Jean Gibbon of Furmiston, Carsphairn, who is also breed secretary of the Bluefaced 
Leicesters, was delighted with the way things had gone.
   “Everything has run smoothly and we have had great weather for the show. There was a lot of organisation 
but everyone has joined in and helped to make it another highly successful show.
   “This is the first time that the Bluefaced Leicesters have won the inter-breed championship and it is certainly 
a good day for the breed. With entries up in three of the four sections and a lot of people through the gates, it 
has all led to a good show,” she said.
   Mrs Gibbon added: “The lovely weather has also added to the success of the show and it is a good number of
years since it was so nice. We’ve had a lot of people round the rings and other events during the day have also 
been well-supported.”
   From the early hours the showfield was bathed in warm sunshine and it helped to boost the crowds that 
gathered round the judging rings from the 10.00am start until the middle of the afternoon.
   It proved to be a highly successful day for Mr McTurk who, in addition to bringing out the Bluefaced 
champion, also showed the reserve champion.
   His winner was a tup lamb by a £900 West Cocklaw sire which was bought at the Kelso sales. The supreme 
champion’s mother was champion at Carsphairn in 2004 and is by a Teviot £1600 sire.
   Mr McTurk said: “It was nice to win the championship here again and I believe it is the first time that the 
Bluefaced Leicesters have won the inter-breed here.
   “I always like to win here and this is my third breed championship victory here since the breed was 
introduced in 2000. It was also nice to have the winner’s mother as champion two years ago.
   Placed reserve in the Bluefaced Leicester class was Mr McTurk’s ewe hogg by a Carnew sire and whose 
mother was by a Broomhill sire. She was making her successful show debut.
   The judging of the inter-breed championship was undertaken by William McMorran of Miefield, Twynholm, 
who was casting his eye over the supreme Blackface champion, the Scotch Mule, Bluefaced Leicester and the 
any other breed champions. But his decision was for the Bluefaced Leicester.
   The Blackfaced ring was again a hive of activity with competition as keen as ever. The confined classes were 
judged by Alan McFegan of Kirkland Street, Dalry, who put a two crop ewe from Wilson Ramsay of Knockreoch,
Dalry, ahead of the rest to lift the championship in this class for the second successive year.
   But unlike last year the confined champion which is homebred and by a £2100 Milnmark sire out of a ewe by 
a £9000 Clanary sire, did not win the supreme Blackface title or the inter-breed award as she had done 12 
months earlier.
   This made it four confined championships for Wilson since he started showing from Knockreoch and he said: 
“It’s always nice to win a championship at the local shows.”
   The reserve champion was a ewe hogg from High Guthrie’s flock at Stroangassel, Dalry, which was being 
shown for the first time. She is off a Milnmark tup which he had on loan. This was the first time Mr Guthrie had
stepped into the championship awards since his over-
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Captions to accompanying photographs:
Robert McTurk of Glenhowl with his Bluefaced Leicester champion tup lamb which went on to win the inter-
breed championship- the first time ever for a Border Leicester. Photo ref: GN234308

The commercial and Scotch Mule champion shown by J & M Kerr of Craigskean. Photo Ref: GN234606

Blueface tups are given a brush before the judging. Photo Ref: GN234106

Judging in the Scotch Mule classes. Photo Ref: GN233506


