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INTERESTING    PRESENTATIONS    AT     DALRY

   An association of over 100 years by the Murray family with the estate of Forest, Dalry, was
commemorated on Wednesday night when at a happy function in the Forest Lodge the 
Royal Highland and Agricultural Society’s long service medal was presented to Mr Robert 
Murray.                                                 
   Mr W.S. Barbour, Meadowside, Kirkcudbright, who manages the farms on the estate 
presided over a company of 70 shepherds and friends from a wide area, and briefly 
introduced Mr William Montgomery, Banks, Kirkcudbright, the local director of the R.H. and 
A.S. who made the presentations.
   Handing over the medal and certificate, Mr Montgomery referred in eulogistic terms to the 
loyal, diligent, and faithful service rendered Mr Murray over a period of thirty years in his 
capacity as a shepherd. He had been in the service of the late Sir Joh Wood, Hengrave Hall,
Bury St. Edmonds, and latterly with the Hengrave Estates Ltd. and his work bore the hall-
mark of the utmost efficiency and competency. 
    It was interesting to recall that his father the late Mr David Murray had also given over 30 
years service to the estate and had likewise received the long service medal, while his 
grandfather, the late Mr Robert Murray had been for 38 years and employee of the estate, 
so that altogether the Murray family had been connected with the Forest estate for over a 
century, which he thought they would all agree was a wonderful and really remarkable 
record.
   Another interesting fact was that Mr Murray’s grandfather on the maternal side, the late Mr 
Gilbert M’Adam, had been for fifty years an employee of the M’Millans of Glencrosh, 
Moniaive, on the Holm of Dalquhairn and other holdings, and had been awarded the Royal 
Highland’s Society’s gold medal and certificate.
    In recognition of his devoted service, Mr Montgomery also handed over to Mr Murray a 
cheque from Sir John Wood and the directors of the Hengrave Estates, Ltd, with their best 
wishes for a long and happy life.
    Mr Murray made suitable acknowledgement of the gifts, and said that his long connection 
with the Forest Estate had brought him nothing but happiness and great pleasure.
    A sumptuous tea was served by the shepherds’ wives in the glen assisted by a number of 
friends, and the remainder of the evening was spent in a social capacity terminating with a 
dance to music supplied by the Dalmellington Band.
   At the outset the company was welcomed by Mr John Carruthers, caretaker at the Forest 
Lodge, who made the arrangements for the evening’s festivities.       
 


