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DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY’S AGRICULTURAL SHOW SEASON OPENS AT CARSPHAIRN

Hat-trick for Knockreoch Blackie

Report and pictures by Bob Geddes
with his three-crop ewe
It was a triumphant day for Wilson Ramsay of 
Knockreoch, Dalry, who lifted the top honours at 
Carsphairn Show, one of the top events in the country 
for Blackface sheep.
   Entries were up and although there were two heavy 
downpours in the morning and early afternoon it failed 
to dampen the spirits of exhibitors and spectators. 
   Wilson, who won the confined section of the show last
year, did the same again on Saturday with his three-crop
ewe by a Milnmark sheep and which goes back to a 
£9,000 Clanary sheep. 
   His confined champion went on to lift the supreme 
Blackface championship by defeating the open 
champion before going on to win the “100th Show 
Trophy” which was awarded for the interbreed 
championship. 
   Mr Ramsay said this was the best his champion had 
performed so far in the show ring. “She had a second 
last year and I’m really delighted show did so well today.
There was strong competition in the open classes but it 
was a good day for us.”

                                Confined reserve
Wilson’s ewe hogg by a Milnmark tup and going back to 
a £21,000 Glenrath sheep took the reserve 
championship in the confined section to make it a 
winning double in this section which is confined to the 
parishes of Carsphairn, Dalry, Kells and Balmaclellan. 
   Secretary Mrs Jean Gibbon of Furmiston, Carsphairn, 
said the 112th show organised by the Carsphairn Pastoral
and Horticultural Society had been very successful.
   “We were delighted that the entries were up, 
especially in the Blackface section. Everything went well 
despite the heavy showers and it cleared up in the 
afternoon for the other events including the pet show 
and the hill race” she said.

                              Satisfactory
   The total entry was up to 116 for the show, the second
since the foot and mouth epidemic of 2001. There were 
64 Blackfaces on the field which Mrs Gibbon said was 
very satisfactory. “Things are starting to build up again 
and we are hoping that this trend will continued in the 
coming years.
   The champion in the strong open classes was a ewe 
hogg shown by James Murdoch and Son, Knockdon, 
Straiton who were making their show debut at 
Carsphairn.
   The winner, the shepherd’s champion at New 
Cumnock, was by a £7,000 Dalchirla out of a ewe by a 
£2,200 Allanfaulds sire.
   Jim, Andrew and Robert Kay of Gass, Straiton, took the
reserve open title with a two- crop ewe that won the 
stock-judging show at Castle Douglas earlier this year 
and was the champion at Ayr Show last month. She is by
the son of an £11,000 Blackcraig out of a ewe by a £750 
Craig.
   The winner of the Hired Shepherd’s Championship was
a gimmer from Davie Pringle of Marbrack, Carsphairn, 
which is out of a home bred ewe and off a £900 

Milnmark sire. Mr Pringle, who won the championship in
1999, said he was pleased to win the title but added: 
“The number of shepherds round here has fallen 
dramatically, mainly because of the planting of trees. 
But it’s good to see this section carrying on and I’m very 
pleased to win it.”
   In the Bluefaced Leicester section it was a double 
success story, for the supreme championship went to a 
tup hogg got by a Hope tup and shown by David 
Cruikshank of Drumrash, Parton. His winner was bought 
privately in Wales as a tup lamb and was champion 
Border Leicester at the Northumberland County Show 
last Monday and tied with the Texel for the overall 
sheep championship. 
   Placed reserve was a ewe hogg shown by Robert 
McTurk of Glenhoul, Dalry, which was reserve at 
Carsphairn as a ewe lamb. She is by a Teviot sheep and 
her mother is by a Broomhills sheep.
   Mr McTurk won the Bluefaced Leicesters at Carsphairn
the first year they were introduced and has been reserve
for the past two years.
   The Mule champion was brought out by Donald Smith 
of Lowes, Corsock, who runs a flock of 1500 Blackface 
ewes. His winning ewe lamb, by a Knockdollian sire and 
out of a Fingland gimmer, gave him his third 
championship at the hill show.
   The reserve, shown by Robin Bell. Upper Dullarg, 
Balmaclellan, was a mule hogg sired by a £2000 
Ewanston whose mother was bred at Drumbuie, 
Sanquhar by Jim Walker.
  John Edgar of Newfield, Dalry, collected the 
championship in the any other breed section with a mid-
April born Beltex ewe lamb which he says was specially 
bred for the Christmas period.  

Captions to accompanying photographs: 
Wilson Ramsay receives the trophy for the supreme 
Blackface champion at Carsphairn

Left: Anxious eyes on the Blackface judge as the 
competition hots up the Carsphairn ringside

David Cruikshank and his champion Bluefaced Leicester

The Mule champion from Donald Smith of Lowes, 
Corsock. Holding the winner is Donald junior.

Below: The hired shepherd’s champion, a home bred 
gimmer from Davie Pringle of Marbrack, Carsphairn.  

John Edgar of Newfield, Dalry with his April-born AOB 
champion which was a Beltex lamb.

Below: The heavens open at Carsphairn as the open 
section judge Mr A. McGregor studied the Blackface 
entries.

A difficult decision for the two Blackface judges- John 
Scott, Finnarts Home Farm, Glenapp, and open judge 
Mr A. McGregor, Allanfaulds, Kilsyth+ 
   



Champions and class winners 

Interbreed champion:    Knockreoch
   Supreme Blackface champion: Knockreoch
   Reserve Blackface champion: Knockreoch
                  Blackface sheep (confined)
   Champion: Knockreoch
   Reserve: Knockreoch
   Greenlees Cup: Knockreoch
   Most points: Knockreoch
   Best shepherd’s ewe: D.Pringle, Marbrack
   Best shepherd’s hogg: G McMillan, Hannaston
   Shepherd’s champion: D.Pringle, Marbrack
   Best ewe in parish: Marbrack
   Best ewe hogg: Knockreoch
   Commercials and mules
   Champion mule: Lowes
   Reserve: Upper Dullarg
   Marbrack Cup: Marbrack
                 Blackface sheep (confined)
   Tup (2 yrs & over): 1, Knockreoch; 2, Carnavel; 3,   
Culmark.
   Tup hogg: 1 & 2, Lochurr; 3, crofts.
   Ewe hogg: 1 & 2, Knockreoch; 3, Hannaston; 4, Ardoch.
   Ewe & lamb: 1, Knockreoch; 2, Duchrae; 3, Marbrack.
   Ewe lamb: 1 &3, Marbrack; 2, Lochurr.
   Shepherd’s class ewe hogg: 1, G McMillan, Hannaston; 2,
A McFegan, Duchrae; 3 & 4, D Pringle, Marbrack.
   Shepherd’s class ewe and lamb: 1, D Pringle, Marbrack; 
2, A McFegan, Duchrae; 3, W Welch, Lochurr.
   Group of three: 1, Knockreoch; 2, Marbrack; 3, Lochurr.
                 Commercial
    Blackface ewe & pure bred twin lambs: 1, Marbrack; 2, 
Lochtonmill. 
   Blackface ewe & crossbred twin lambs: 1, Craigskean; 2 
& 3, Newfield; 4, Craig, Dailly.

Mules
   Single mule ewe lambs: 1, Lowes; 2, Craigskean; 3, 
Lowes; 4, Upper Dullarg.
   Mule hogg: 1, Upper Dullarg; 2, Craigskean; 3, Newfield; 
4, Barchain.
   Mule ewe: 1, Craigskean.
                                    Blackface sheep (open)
   Champion: Knockdon
   Reserve: Gass
   Most points: Clanary
   Best tup hogg (Hamilton Cup): Clanary
   Best male: Clanary
   Best female: Knockdon.
               
              Bluefaced Leicesters & any other breed
   Champion: Dunrash
   Reserve: Glenhowl
   Champion any other breed: Newfield
   Reserve: Craig.

                                  Blackface sheep (open)
    Tup (2 yrs & over): 1, Clanary; 2, Mitchellslacks; 3, 
Craigengillan.
   Tup hogg (rough); 1 & 2, Clanary; 3, Mitchellslacks.
   Tup hogg (clipped): 1, Gass; 2, Mitchellslacks; 3, 
Brockloch; 4, Mitchellslacks.
   Ewe and lamb: 1, Gass; 2, Clanary; 3, Knockreoch; 4, 
Knockeen.
   Ewe hogg: 1, Knockdon; 2 & 3, Clanary; 4, Craigengillan.
   Tup lamb: 1, Lochtonmill.
   Group of three ewe hoggs: 1, Gass; 2, Craigengillan.
                                   Bluefaced Leicester
   Male: 1, Drumrash; 2, South Quintinespie; 3, Glenhowl.
   Female: 1 & 3, Glenhowl; 2, Drumrash; 4, South 
Quintinespie. 
   Lamb: 1 & 3, Glenhowl; 2 & $, Drumrash.

                                 Any other breed
   Male: 1, Craig, Dailly
   Female: 1, Carnavel
   Lamb: 1 & 3, Newfield; 2, Lochtonmill.

       

   


