
CARSPHAIRN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minute of meeting held at 7.00pm on 25th March 2019
2019 in Lagwyne Hall

Present:
Elected Members:
Liz Holmes (Chair)
Simon Holmes

Andrew Metcalf
Sylvia Sinclair (Vice Chair)

Matt Hickman (Minutes)
Anna Clark Kennedy (Secretary)

In Attendance:
Wendy Fenton
Doreen Rennie
David Bell
Fiona Clubb

Darren Challis (Treasurer)
Christine Whipp
Sarah-Jane Allsopp
Mark Wheeler

David McMillan
Ben Ade
Innes Ade
Melisa Shaw

1. Welcome and Apologies.
LH welcomed all to the meeting.
Apologies were received from Councilor Campbell and Ruth Williams

2. Declarations of Interest.
None.

3. Approval of Minutes of meeting 25th February 2019.
The minutes were approved.
Proposed LH
Seconded SS.

4. Treasurer’s Report.
Attached.

5. Police Report.
There were no police present.

6. D&G Councillor’s Report.
No Councillor present.

7. Whitespace Presentation.
Sarah-Jane Allsopp, manager at the Castle Douglas Development forum, gave a presentation explaining
the potential benefits of improved connectivity within the parish. Super-fast broadband could have
advantages for the elderly through NHS online, the young through better education and training and our
economy by providing better opportunities for working from home. It helps overcome isolation, facilitates
improved deliveries from on-line purchases and could give more timeous warnings of potential flooding.
The meeting enthusiastically agreed with the conclusion that providing better internet services should be a
priority within the community.
Mark Wheeler, CEO of Whitespace then explained how his company could help provide such high speed
connections to properties not included in the proposed roll out of fibre by Openreach. They had identified
54 properties unlikely to be serviced by fibre connections in the foreseeable future. Estimated connection
costs would be £1189 per property. Unlimited broadband at a speed of up to 30 meg would cost £35 a
month. The payment includes a guaranteed 8 hour fix if problems occur. The next step would require a
physical survey of the community at a cost of £3000.
Sarah-Jane indicated she may be able to help find funding for the survey.



ACTION
SJA to contact LH and investigate potential funding.

8. Matters Arising From Meeting 25th February 2019.
a/ Carsphairn School.
SS presented the first draft of the school promotional leaflet and asked for comments to be made.
LH advised of the email from John Thin, Director of Education, to confirm issues discussed at the recent
meeting.
ACTION
LH to reply to John Thin email as a matter of urgency and copy colleagues in.

b/ Salt bin and Post-box on Water of Ken Road .
Cllr Pauline Drysdale is being very helpful in progressing this issue. It remains on-going.

c/ CC Network Meeting.
This item was considered at the last meeting. The next CC network meeting is in May.

d/ B729 Verge Maintenance.
Some improvement work has been completed but not the whole area of concern.
ACTION
ACK to contact CCES to ensure the whole road is covered.

e/ Future of Carsphairn CC.
This was discussed again and the Chair made it clear more applications to stand as community councillors
at the next elections would be necessary for the CC to continue.

f/ Braidenoch Plantation.
This had been approved in December last year. Contracts have been awarded and works are expected to
begin soon.

9. Windfarms.
a/ Shepherds Rig.
This application has been drafted for approval. Consultations with residents remain on-going. Individuals
are encouraged to contact the developer directly for a meeting and to report back to the CC should they
experience any difficulties.

b Benbrack Scoping.
The deadline for comments has been extended to 15th April.

c/ Lorg / Longburn grid connection Scoping.
The CC has submitted a response and objection to the route of this connection.

d/ Cornharrow.
This proposed development has been progressed to the Energy Consents Unit following DGCs non
determination of the application within the required timescale. The Council has not been able to determine
the application due to the delay with the Longburn application.

e/ Glenshimmeroch.
As above, this application has also been progressed to the ECU following non determination by DGC.

f/ Eon CLG
SS had attended the CLG group meeting with the developer to discuss progress on both the Lorg and
Benbrack applications. Benbrack is currently applying for a variation to the height of the turbines under
section 36 of the Energy Act.
It is assumed the turbines for the Lorg development will access via the Afton windfarm with all other
construction materials transported via the Ken Road. There is no timeframe for this development yet,
though it is proposed construction will begin spring 2023.

g/ Other Windfarm Matters
It was noted that –



The South Kyle windfarm has applied for a variation from 165MW to 240MW under section 36.

An anemometer has been applied for at the Sanquhar 2 development.

The Trostan development has been submitted to the ECU. Following intervention from the CC an advert
will be placed in the Galloway News and the deadline for comments from the public has been extended.

MH reported that a response had been received from the accountant indicating the LEDs payments were
not liable to tax. It was suggested this scheme be back on the agenda for the June meeting.

FC reported she had received visuals of the Cornharrow development but that they were unsatisfactory at
present.

10. Galloway Glens.
The project at Polmaddie remains on-going. There is no defined programme of works as yet. A
representative from Galloway Glens will attend the next meeting.

11. Resilience Group Report.
Attached.
ACTION
LH to discuss quotation for traffic calming signs with TM.

12. CCT Report.
Attached.

13. Planning applications.
The application to change the use of the former Greystones Pub to 2 dwelling houses was discussed. MH
mentioned proposed amendments to the PLANNING REFORM BILL which will require planning permission
to use a dwelling house as a holiday home.

14. Correspondence.
This had been distributed by the secretary.

16. AORB.
WF updated on the Muirdrochwood project. The forestry Commission had asked for further information in a
number of areas. This has now been provided, and a decision on the CATS application and any agreed
discount to the price of the land is expected in May.

The meeting closed at 9.07 PM

Date of next meeting – 29th April 2019



Carsphairn Community Council - Treasurer's Report for March 2019

Community Council General Transactions and Balance

Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Community Council Balance £2,497.35

Ring-fenced Transactions and Balances for Funded Projects:

Community Garden (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Balance £1,596.26

Resilience Group
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Balance £34.07

Resilience Group Defibrillator (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Balance £240.81

LEDS (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Balance £561.70

Ring-fenced Balance £2,432.84

Bank Account Balance as at start of day 25th March £4,930.19



Resilience Team Update for March 25th 2019

Flood Alert from SEPA dated 11th March Amber Alert was issued for heavy rainfall to
low lying areas, then updates on the 12th and 13th then on the 14th the Flood Alert
was lifted.
We also had a few flood alerts from Drax Hydros up until last week.
Had an email from D&G about the VAS signs, the two poles each end of the village
would have been put up for carrying the temporary signs. The Roads Authority
simply can not fix new large signs to existing poles as they may suffer structural
failure under strong winds, so a quotation from Local Roads Office the installation of
heavy poles and delivery and erecting them would be £1.850, they also would like us
to confirm if we have the funding to progress with this scheme.
Also had contact with Stuart Ferns from Drax Hydros Glenlee. Have sent him a email
to see if he would have a meeting with Sylvia, Anna and myself to get any news that
concerns us, so await a reply hopefully Monday.so that’s it for this month. regards
Trevor.



Carsphairn Community Trust

Report – March 2019

New Extra-Curricular Grant Scheme:

CCT are running a new scheme funded by CREFL. The scheme is available to all children 
of school age who reside in the Carsphairn Community Council and will be paid at £250 
per child for 2019, on successful completion of an application form.

The objective is to enhance the lives of children living in the area, by providing funding to 
allow them to benefit from more learning through extra-curricular activities not currently 
funded by statutory bodies, i.e. council. It is not means tested.

Application forms will be available to download from the CCT page on the community 
website from 1st April.

Recreation Group:

Yoga & Photography:  Sessions are still ongoing and new members would be very 
welcome. Updates continue to be put on the community website and notice boards in the 
village.

IT Training Courses:

CCT are working with the IT Centre in Castle Douglas to determine interest in targeted 
computer courses to be run in Lagwyne Hall. Subject to adequate demand, CCT would  
work with CREFL to try and make these free to anyone attending from our community.
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