
CARSPHAIRN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minute of meeting held at 7.00pm on 29th October 2018 in Lagwyne Hall

Present:
Elected Members:
Liz Holmes (Chair)
Sylvia Sinclair

Andrew Metcalf
Simon Holmes

Matt Hickman (Minutes)
Anna Clark Kennedy

In Attendance:
Martin Temple
Anna Campbell
Clare Duggleby

Darren Challis (Treasurer)
Steve Cowley
Doreen Rennie

David McMillan
P.C. Chloe Ellis (part)

Christine Whipp Cllr Dougie Campbell (part)

1. Welcome and Apologies.
LH welcomed all to the meeting.
Apologies received from Trevor Molineux.

2. Declarations of Interest.
None.

3. Approval of Minutes of meeting 24th September 2018.
The minutes were approved.
Proposed LH
Seconded SH.

4. Treasurer’s Report.
Attached.

5. Police Report.
PC Ellis warned that many spurious phone calls are being received imitating genuine
banks with large sums bring defrauded from individual bank accounts. An information
leaflet is attached. A driver 5 times over the drink driving limit was detained in the area in
September. No other issues to report.

6. D&G Councillor’s Report.
Councillor Campbell reported that there would be a by-election on 13th December
following the resignation of Pastry Gilroy.
He also drew attention to the on-going issue of community benefit funds from Blackcraig
windfarm. The payments should be being made from May 2019 but, as the original
owner, Blue Energy, sold the development without a formal agreement in place some
doubt remains regarding the future of the fund. A meeting has been arranged between
the new owners, Temporis Capital, Councillor Campbell and MSP Emma Harper at the
Scottish Parliament to clarify future arrangements. Public meetings, to which community
councils are invited, will follow.
The consultation process regarding DGC budget arrangements begins 29th October. £30
million in savings may be required. Statutory obligations will continue to be honoured.

http://www.temporiscapital.com/,%20


The CC has recently received a letter from John Enos, Chair of the Stewartry CC
Network regarding public involvement in the consultation process. A full Council decision
is expected in the spring.
In light of budget constraints CW questioned the costs involved with problems at the new
build school in Dumfries. Cllr Campbell reassured that, as the Council have not taken
ownership, all costs will rest with the builders and that the premises should be reopened
within the week.

7. Presentation On Sanquar II Windfarm.
Mr Martin Williams had cancelled his appointment to attend the meeting at the last
minute. Attendees of the meeting expressed their dissatisfaction at this.

8. Matters Arising From August Minutes.
a/ VC Stone.
LH has had a reply from DGC. The stone has been installed by a qualified stone mason.
This was considered satisfactory.

b/ Landline Telephone Quality.
MH reported that a non-disclosure agreement had been signed with the consultants and
a variety of information received. This will be forwarded to CCs for further discussion.
ACTION
MH to forward case studies.

c/ Galloway National Park Campaign.
Reference was made to the discussion paper produced by the Galloway National Park
Association. SH felt that it was unacceptable for large areas of the community, including
Cairnsmore, to be excluded. Cllr DC explained that the boundaries may change but the
decision would ultimately be with the government. It was agreed to write to both the
National Park Campaign and Galloway Glens Landscape Partnership to establish the
reasoning behind the present boundaries.
ACTION
LH to write to GNPA and GGLP.

d/ Knockower Forest Road.
CD voiced concerns regarding the works being carried on without explicit agreement
with the landowners, the standard of these works and the aggressive tone of
communications received from the forestry company involved. Cllr DC agreed to meet
with the Roads Department and report back.
ACTION
Councillor Campbell to report back following meeting with the various parties involved.

e/ Glenkens and District Trust.
The CC has replied declining their invitation to be involved at present.

f/ Seniors’ Festive Dinner
An application has been made to CREFL for funding. LH will continue to progress this
project.

9. Windfarms.
a/ Longburn - Lorg
The new recorder is planning a site visit to Longburn shortly. A CLG is being established
for the Lorg development. No dates confirmed as yet.

b/ LEDs
MH reported that the application stage is now completed and payments will begin to be
made soon.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58c1840a197aea86abdd1da5/t/5a27dfb7e4966b0f7231b8ab/1512562661220/Report_Web.pdf


c/ Cornharrow and Glenshimmeroch
It was agreed the CC will comment on both these applications by the deadline which has
been extended to mid-November. Contributions from members of the public are
encouraged.
ACTION
SH to draft responses to both these developments to be circulated around colleagues in
time to meet deadline.

d/ Windy Standard 1
A reply has been received from the developer indicating that they plan to discuss
community benefit payments when planning consent has been obtained.

e/ South Kyle.
No new information to report.

f/ Torrs Hill Redesign
A planning application has been made to site an anemometer on Forrest Estate at the
location of the Torrs Hill windfarm which received planning consent some years ago.
ACTION
ACK to invite developer to attend a future meeting.

g/ Trostan Windfarm
We are on the boundary of this development. SS attended the CLG meeting in Moniave
recently. A planning application for 14 139 meter turbines is expected in early 2019.

h/ Galloway Without Pylons.
A letter drafted to support this campaign was agreed by CCs.
ACTION
ACK to email letter.

i/ Other Windfarm Matters
Windy Standard 3 – The developer has agreed an extension to the deadline until mid-
November to give the CC time to respond. A public enquiry will be held for 3 days in
December in New Galloway. LH and SH may attend.
ACTION
SH to draft comments to be circulated prior to sending to the recorder before deadline.

10. DGC Budget Consultation Process.
Dealt with under item 6 above.
LH will write to support the letter received from John Enos
ACTION
LH to write email.

11. Battle’s Over.
AC will raise the possibility of ringing the bells at the Church on the 100th anniversary of
Armistice Day with the Kirk Session.

12. Scottish Rural Parliament.
The CC will not be able to send a representative to this event.

13. Resilience Group Report.
The group has recently had a constructive meeting with DGC. The shed and its contents
were checked. TM is continuing to progress the speed signs issue. More information will
follow soon. AC advised that the flood gate to the field at the north of the village will be
replaced before Christmas and remain in position until March. A key is held by the
Resilience Group. The gate will always be replaced in case of an Amber Warning.



14. CCT Report.
Nothing new at present.

15. Planning Applications.
None to comment on.

16. Correspondence.
A list of correspondence distributed by the secretary is available.

17. AORB
i/ Note was made that there is to be a play in the Hall at 7.30pm on the 8th November.
ii/ It was agreed to send a letter of support for the on-going activities of CCWL.
ACTION
ACK to send letter
iii/ It was reported that the Galloway Hydro Electric Scheme has been sold by Scottish
Power to DRAX.
ACTION
MH to forward more information as it becomes available.

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm

Date of next meeting – 29th November 2018.



Carsphairn Community Council - Treasurer's Report for October 2018

Community Council General Transactions and Balance

Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £1,938.05
D&G Council Discretionary Grant 0.00 559.30 £2,497.35
Community Council Balance £2,497.35

Ring-fenced Transactions and Balances for Funded Projects:

Community Garden (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £502.26
Balance £502.26

Resilience Group
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £34.07
Balance £34.07

Resilience Group Defibrillator (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £500.00
Balance £500.00

Ring-fenced Balance £1,036.33

Bank Account Balance as at start of day 29th October £3,533.68
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Divert/Deter SOC Alert - 18th October 2018

Through liaison with the Police Scotland Economic Crime Unit it is reported that there has
been a noticeable increase in vishing frauds against the elderly. Below is a list of recent
vishing fraud MO’s in Scotland.

1. The victim is contacted by landline or mobile knowing basic details about who they are
and who they bank with. The fraudster uses spoofing so the caller phone number matches
numbers used by the banks. The fraudster introduces themselves as an employee of the
bank and claim there has been suspicious expenditure on their accounts. They convince the
victim that they must move their money to ‘safe accounts’ set up for them. The victim
thereafter logs into their online banking and transfers all their money into their own current
account. From there they are provided with a list of mule accounts and instructed to send
the funds to these accounts. Fraudster states the victim will receive new bank cards in the
post.

2. Contact with victim as above. Fraudster then states that bank staff in the victim’s local
branch are responsible for intercepting people’s money and stealing it. To catch them the
fraudster requires the victim to attend the local branch and make transfers to ‘safe
accounts’. By doing so they claim they will see the flow of the funds and be able to identify
which staff member is responsible. The victim is schooled in how to answer any questions if
challenged by bank staff. The following have been used recently:

- They are sorting out their financial affairs
- The money is for their Grandchildren
- The money is for building contractors

It is reinforced that they must not trust anyone in the branch. Fraudsters also warn victims
that it is a criminal offence to tell anyone about the contents of the phone calls.

The victim is also told to describe what they are wearing as the fraudster will be monitoring
live CCTV footage of within the branch. On occasions they have been told to keep an open
line on their mobile phone so the fraudster can monitor what is being said.

Vishing: The fraudulent practice of making phone calls or leaving voice messages
purporting to be from reputable companies in order to induce individuals to reveal
personal information, such as bank details or credit card numbers.

Oxford Dictionaries



2

Victims have also been told they will receive a four figure sum for assisting with this
investigation. On several occasions they have then followed up with calls pretending to be
Police Officers. They have used the genuine name of a financial investigator within the
police (who has previously made various media releases available on open source).

The successful levels of social engineering can be demonstrated in the following two very
recent examples:

 A recent vishing fraud resulted in an elderly female attending at a local Bank of
Scotland branch on three occasions in one afternoon. On each occasion the fraudster
even insisted she took taxis and not the bus. In total £36,000 was transferred (4 lots
of £9000) over the three visits. The victim was only challenged once but provided the
answer that the money was for her Grandchildren. The victim thereafter believed a
fictitious Police Officer would be attending to take a statement causing a delay in any
reporting.

 An elderly male was victim of social engineering over a three week period from
fraudsters purporting to be from RBS and the FCA. This resulted in him cashing out
his investments into his RBS accounts. Thereafter he was instructed to attend
another RBS branch which wasn’t his local branch. The male was specifically told to
go to this other branch with the reason being that RBS staff in his local branch rotate
the branches they work in. The male made an international transfer to Dubai of
£600,500. He was schooled to lie to RBS staff if he had been challenged.

3. The victim receives a text message on their smart phone claiming to be from PayPal
stating their account has been compromised and they have 36 hours to login and fix this.
There is a fraudulent internet link on the text message. Victim clicks this link and is taken to
a fake PayPal page where they ultimately unwittingly provide the fraudsters with their
PayPal details.

The victim is later called using spoofing technology. The fraudster claims to be from a Fraud
Team of their bank and question fictitious spending at Argos (or similar). The fraudster
thereafter states the victim’s account has been compromised via PayPal and they must
move their money to a safe account. The victim thereafter is talked through how to do this
via online banking. At this stage, the fraudster may have gained remote viewing access to
the victim’s computer via spyware. The fraudster may go through direct debits and recent
expenditure on the victim’s account. The victims bank account names on their online
banking app had also been changed to ‘locked’ or ‘closed’, further suggesting remote access.
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Further advice to protect yourself from cyber scams can be found at “The Little Book of
Cyber Scams” http://www.scotland.police.uk/assets/pdf/174967/the-little-book-of-cyber-
scams?view=Standard

http://www.scotland.police.uk/assets/pdf/174967/the-little-book-of-cyber-scams?view=Standard
http://www.scotland.police.uk/assets/pdf/174967/the-little-book-of-cyber-scams?view=Standard

