
CARSPHAIRN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minute of meeting held at 7.00pm on 27th August 2018 in Lagwyne Hall

Present:

Elected Members:

Liz Holmes (Chair) Andrew Metcalf

Simon Holmes
Matt Hickman (Minutes)

In Attendance:

Trevor Molineux

Martin Temple

David Bell

Darren Challis (Treasurer) 

Steve Cowley

Elisabeth Bell

David McMillan

Clare Duggleby

Doreen Rennie

Christine Whipp

1.   Welcome and Apologies.
LH welcomed all to the meeting.
Apologies received from councilors Gilroy, Maitland and Campbell, Sylvia Sinclair and 
Anna Clark Kennedy.

2.   Declarations of Interest.
MH, EH and SH declared their interest in item 8h .

3.   Approval of Minutes of meeting 25th June 2018.
The minutes were approved.
Proposed AM 
Seconded LH.

4.   Treasurer’s Report.
Attached.

5.   Police Report.
No Police present.
 
6.   D&G Councillor’s Report.
Following the VC ceremony in the village during the day no councillors were able to 
attend. 

7.   Matters Arising From Meeting 30th April 2018.
a/ VC Commemoration
The ceremony in the village was considered a great success. Thanks were offered to DG
Council for the last minute tidy of the village. The timely intervention of Nigel Martin and 
Trevor Mollineux was noted.

b/ Landline Telephone Quality
It was reported that telephones are again not working properly in many locations in the 
community. Those experiencing problems were recommended to report directly to the 
correspondence secretary so complaints can be raised with Openreach.
MH advised that following his investigations into the potential for a consultant to survey 
the whole phone network in the community he had discovered that BT will abandon the 
traditional copper analogue wires by 2025.



Openreach are running a “Community Fibre Partnership” scheme where they will fund 
up to 75% of the costs of making fibre optic connections to remote communities. It was 
agreed he will continue to investigate this.

c/ Galloway National Park Campaign
A new discussion paper has been produced by the Galloway National Park Association. 
It was noted that large areas of Carsphairn are excluded due to the concentration of 
commercial forestry and proliferation of windfarm development.
The CC has, to date, not commented on the proposed National Park. It was agreed to 
continue in this position for the time being.

d/ Garden Insurance
The garden insurance has now been updated and includes the resilience shed and 
equipment.

e/ Knockower Forest Road
Road improvements have now commenced. Timber will be extracted shortly. CD 
expressed her disappointment that this had been carried on without explicit agreement 
with residents. 
ACTION   
LH to write to councillor Campbell to forward these concerns.

8.   Windfarms.
a/ Longburn
The recorder has now significantly exceeded the original target date.
ACTION
ACK to email for update.

b/ LEDs
The community LED scheme is now up and running, letters will be received by local 
residents shortly.

c/ Shepherds Rig and Stroanshalloch
An exhibition will be held in the hall on Wednesday 12th September 2-7pm regarding 
these proposed developments.
 
d/ Cornharrow and Glenshimmeroch
The Cornharrow development has not yet been submitted to planning.
Glenshimmeroch was submitted 24th July. CC has not yet commented.
ACTION
LH to check deadline date and circulate proposed comments to councillors if 
appropriate.

e/ Windy Rig
SS was thanked for sending feedback from the CLG meeting.
The grid connection at Blackhill substation is confirmed.
It is still proposed to hold a meet the buyer meeting in Carsphairn.

f/ WS3
SH and LH were present at the pre public hearing meeting and will continue to attend 
throughout the process.

g/ WS1
An application has been submitted to continue operation of WS1 until 2027.
ACTION
LH to contact the developer to discuss community benefit.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58c1840a197aea86abdd1da5/t/5a27dfb7e4966b0f7231b8ab/1512562661220/Report_Web.pdf


h/ Fred Olsen Access Track
It was discussed how this development appears unnecessary and would have significant
adverse effects on the local community. Agreed we object.
ACTION
SH to draft objection and circulate to CCs for their approval before submission.

i/ Other Windfarm Matters
MH reported there had been a press article indicating it was planned to increase the size
of the turbines in the Benbrack development.

We have been approached by EON to appoint 2 CC representatives for the Lorg CLG 
meetings.
ACTION
LH to ask SS if she wishes to attend.

It was noted that the recent exhibition for the Sanquhar 2 windfarm had been poorly 
attended. Agreed to invite them to a future meeting.
ACTION
ACK to contact the developer.

9.   Resilience Group Report.
Attached.

10.   CCT Report.
Attached.

11.   Planning Applications.
None received.

12.   Correspondence.
This had been distributed by the secretary.

13.   AORB.
It was noted that the CC now has one year left to run and thought needs to be given to 
the future.
There was a brief discussion regarding the current situation with SCVS.

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm

Date of next meeting – 24th September 2018.



Carsphairn Community Council - Treasurer's Report for August 2018

Community Council General Transactions and Balance

Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £2,547.86
Lady Haig's Poppy Factory Poppy Wreath 33.00 0.00 £2,514.86
Keegan & Pennykid Insurance 260.82 0.00 £2,254.04
Community Council Balance £2,254.04

Ring-fenced Transactions and Balances for Funded Projects:

Community Garden (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £1,201.74
Martin Temple Maintenance 459.48 0.00 £742.26
Balance £742.26

Village Planters (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £200.00
I & M Saunders Plants, Mulch 142.07 0.00 £57.93
Balance £57.93

Resilience Group (Fund Raising)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £5.63
Transfer to single fund 5.63 0.00 £0.00
Balance £0.00

Resilience Group – formerly Equipment, now single Resilience fund
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £28.44
Transfer from fundraising 0.00 5.63 £34.07
Balance £34.07

Resilience Group Defibrillator (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £500.00
Balance £500.00

VC Commemoration (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £0.00
CREFL Food and Wreath 0.00 850.00 £850.00
Balance £850.00

Ring-fenced Balance £2,184.26

£4,438.30Bank Account Balance as at start of day 27th August



Resilience group update -.

I had email back from DG Council at the end of July saying the three case 
numbers was not found, so emailed back at the beginning of August if they could
send somebody up to contact me and would meet them on site and show them 
the problems. So the 14th of August an inspector came and I showed him the 
problems, the two keep left bollards, the tarmacking of the the new drain across 
the road, the turf alongside the planter where the wood lorry broke down and all 
the traffic had to mount the verge and left a deep rut, the school lamp post that 
was knocked over earlier in the year, also a blocked gully in front of Glendale. 
The inspector measured the lamp post and told me if they have one they will be 
up and sort the problems around 20th/21st of August.

Looking towards the end of October for a meeting for the Resilience Team just 
before the winter.

Back to the problems all been sorted except the blocked gully. I was wondering if 
the CC Council could approach CREFL for funds to acquire two electronic speed 
signs one each end of village to try and slow the traffic down.



Carsphairn Community Trust

Report – August 2018

Muirdrochwood Project:

Carsphairn Community Woodland Limited is now fully set up and is running this project on 
behalf of the community. 

CCWL are planning on running a community engagement session in October.

Recreation Group:

Yoga – Monday sessions are ongoing. New participants would be very welcome.

Updates continue to be put on the community website and notice boards in the village.


