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Editor’s Comments 

Here we are again half way through another year, the summer solstice 

having just passed., and as one wag put it to me yesterday  - “the 

nights will be fair drawing in now….!”  Our annual exhibition has 

been up and running for a good few weeks now with mixed            

attendances  but general enjoyment, although numbers should pick up 

once the holiday season is in full swing.  It would seem that spirtles 

are in high demand by the tourists this year, evidenced by the fact 

there were only 2 left when I finished my stewarding stint on Friday.  

The Exhibition “These Four Walls” was ‘launched’ on April 9th with 

invitations to newcomers and interested local parties.  Although 

numbers attending were less than in previous years a good night was 

had by all accounts and the “nibbles” went down very well—thanks 

being extended to Jane Metcalf, Ruth Williams and Lindsay Duncan 

who provided the refreshments. 

* * * 

Progress has been made on the postcard front as a result of the request 

for possible photos which might make more modern and interesting 

subjects.  We have noticed however that fewer postcards are being 

sold every year. Subjects are often old or of specific things eg 

historical items now rarely seen such as the Swee in the Centre 

fireplace. New pictures have been taken.    Views of the lead  mines 

when in existence are popular as record shots because they cannot be 

recreated.  It is the intention to make up some samples and see what 

sells prior to out sourcing a supply. 

Finally in the “coming for sale” section of this newsletter, is the   

wonderful news that the new edition of the Heritage Group’s Cook 

Book, titled “Granny’s Kitchen” is finally at the printing stage.  With 

full colour covers and foreword by one of the ladies longest residing 

and cooking in the Parish, Joyce Hunter Blair, it will be something not 

to be missed!   An advance peek at this must-have book is later in this 

newsletter. Before we leave the subject of the cookery book however 

mention must be made of a key contributor who until recently a   

member of the Carsphairn Heritage Group, edited and formatted the 

text not just of this volume but of many exhibitions.  
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Anne Rutherford was the teacher in the village for many years and 

when she retired, stayed on in the village having taken on the 

schoolhouse.  Last week, towards the end of June, the house being 

sold, the furniture van moved in and she left for pastures new.  I’m 

sure everyone who has ever seen her texts for the exhibitions  or her 

illustrative photographs, will agree that her contributions will be a 

very hard act to follow. Anne Rutherford will be sorely missed as a 

supporter and friend to the Group and I wish her well on our behalf 

for the future. 

Finally, but perhaps of greatest significance, there follows after this 

editorial comment, a hopefully thought provoking  article on the 

future—its role and practice - of the Heritage Group. This item was 

written jointly by a founder member and the current chairman as a 

result of worries aired concerning the poor response for volunteers to 

steward at the Exhibition and a general reluctance to serve on the 

committee.

Anne Talman 

* * * * * 

It’s coming!  In fact  it’s nearly here!  

The Carsphairn Heritage Group COOKERY Book  2017 
Edition..  

Totally revamped with a special foreword. 

Full details in the next newsletter edition 120……..just in 
time for Christmas! 
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The Future of Carsphairn Heritage Group 

The first part of this article is written by Karen Hall with further thoughts 
added by Anna Campbell 

Since becoming a member of the Carsphairn Heritage Group in 2014 I have 
enjoyed three seasons of interesting, informative and colourful exhibitions, 
countless enlightening newsletters and more recently, some great thought 
provoking social media posts and subsequent readers reactions.  I joined 
the Committee almost immediately as I was intrigued and genuinely 
interested in not only learning about the history of the village to which I 
now belong, but being involved in protecting and nurturing what seemingly 
had become a community institution ever since its foundation in the late 
1980s. 
Committee meetings have always been a stimulating mixture of 
enthusiasm, knowledge, great  debate  and   laughter. The   committee   
meetings   of        Carsphairn Heritage Group are often passionate with 
strong opinions being voiced but we always conclude amicably with 
consensus 

I have seen many former and some founder members of the group retire 
from the committee over the last few years and each have taken with them 
a huge amount of historic knowledge and enthusiasm for the heritage of our 
local area. As a newcomer to the village my interest and motivation is 
strong but my historic knowledge is a lesser contribution to the group and 
sadly I’m not alone. There appears to be too few ‘newbies’ arriving  or 
those who have resided in the area longer who are willing or interested in 
our purpose and it becomes increasingly difficult to fill important roles 
within the committee.  

To do what I could to help, I agreed to take on the role of Chair at our last 
AGM in November 2016. The committee understood that although my  
historic knowledge was limited I could assist the group in moving forward 
by ensuring it found its place in the digital age. Establishing publicity via 
social media (Facebook and Google Places), and the heightened production 
and distribution of our annual promotional leaflet in greater quantities has 
enabled us to create a greater awareness of our existence to a wider         
audience. The group has also become a  member of ‘Visit  South  West 
Scotland’ an organisation primarily responsible for promoting tourism and 
increasing visitor numbers to our beautiful corner  of  Scotland.  Having 
established a footing on-line it is hoped that this will help increase public 
awareness of the group and its aims, perhaps entice new members and  
committee volunteers and in doing so strengthen numbers and sustain  
enthusiasm for the future. Without this the group will inevitably decline.. 
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The original Carsphairn Heritage Group is a legacy which should be      
treasured and gifted to the generations that follow it. However, it should 
also be remembered that everything must evolve in order to survive. Sadly, 
many organisations and institutions over the years have ignored this at their 
peril. I hope with all my heart that the wider membership of Carsphairn 
Heritage Group does not. 

Following on from Karen’s thoughts I remember well when the Group was 
established just over 30 years ago.  I was told by a very active old           
gentleman from the village that we had gone “a bridge too far” and it 
would be difficult to sustain such a group.  I am proud to say we are still 
here after all that time and our achievements have been immense, a 
building dedicated to heritage and a different exhibition each year since 
1992. 
It is now time to reflect on the future of the Group and Centre.  I can see 
that we may not be able to continue in our present form. I can only echo 
Karen’s concerns and, like her, recognise that to survive the group must 
evolve.  There are painful choices to make. Should the Group disband   
completely? If so what would happen to our collection? Should we become 
a virtual museum, uploading a lot of historical information and images onto 
our website where it could be accessed by people around the world? Should 
the newsletter be continued? They are all options, with probably others to 
be considered. 

Whatever decision is made it must be carried out in a thoughtful, 
systematic way and we want the members’ input. The Heritage Centre will 
continue to operate as usual until the end of the season in September but 
then the     Committee, with guidance from the membership, must discuss 
in depth the    options before putting some resolutions to the annual general 
meeting which will be held in November. 
Please come back to us with your thoughts and ideas before our next     
committee meeting on October 4th. Do contact us by letter – addressed to 
the Chair, Heritage Centre, Carsphairn Castle Douglas DG7 3TQ, email us 
at info@carsphairnheritage.org  or speak to Karen, myself or any 
committee member. We will ensure that your thoughts are voiced at that 
meeting. 

Anna Campbell - Founder member and current committee member. 

Karen Hall—Chair – Carsphairn Heritage Group 
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PUNCH-UP at   GREENHEAD!!! 

A dramatised adaptation of a popular story from this year’s Exhibition! 

Life was colourful in the Cross Keys according to this item in the Dumfries 
Standard in 1860 report - 

A tale of two Mary’s 

Carsphairn woman pleads not-guilty to giving 

her brother’s wife a black eye. 

The alleged offence occurred in the Cross Keys 

hostelry Carsphairn, where the sister-in-law,   

also  called Mary McCrae is the inn keeper.  As 

well as the “keeker,” the first Mary Mccrae or 

Kerr, also threw a spit box at the inn keeper. 

In mitigation the accused’s counsel told the court 

that her husband was never away from the inn 

and she was fed-up with the situation.       Her 

irritation caused her to deliver his belongings to 

the inn.  She said “there were his clothes and he 

might stay there.”    However, this led to words 

being exchanged which became more heated and 

so annoyed the     accused that she  threw the 

clothes at her  sister-in-law which led to a very  

undignified punch-up.  The judge on careful  

consideration of such a domestic issue could not 

find the accused guilty and  so  the case was   

dismissed. 

      Ed-  “keeker”  black eye 
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Another election! 

Having lived through a referendum (two if you live in Scotland), two 
general elections, one Scottish parliamentary election and local     
elections, all in a space of three years, we can currently be forgiven for 
having a distinct lack of appetite for the political treadmill. It would be 
so pleasant firstly, not to be constantly wooed by all the political    
parties and secondly, not having to endure the eternal analysis of   
every swing, trend and reaction. 
But here is a tale of another election – in 1784. Recently, I read a letter 
written by Ebenezer Shaw, a merchant residing at Drumrash, Parton, 
in answer to one he received from John McAdam, the powerful, 
wealthy laird of Craigengillan in Dalmellington.  McAdam attempted 
to persuade Shaw to vote for General Stewart, the parliamentary    
candidate for the Stewartry, and in return, McAdam would              
recommend Shaw to his friends and connections. 
In his well worded, firm but polite reply Shaw stated that he had no 
intention in declaring for any particular candidate.  He respected   
General Shaw as a soldier but could not comment on his suitability as 
a parliamentary candidate and therefore at this stage he would not get 
entangled in the politics of the Stewartry. 
Secondly, he acknowledged that McAdam’s recommendation would 
be in the interest of his business but he believed that business and   
politics did not mix.  He felt that getting good customers was through 
the good service he could give them and getting customers in any   
other way was not the way he wanted to gain business. Finally, Shaw 
noted that he had never been able to persuade McAdam to buy any of 
his goods, though he believed that he was as competitive as any of the 
merchants in Ayr. 
For the record General Stewart did become the member for the    
Stewartry. The election produced a large majority for the Tories led by 
William Pitt the Younger. One of the remarkable things about that 
election was that Georgiana, Duchess of Devonshire openly          
campaigned for her lover, the Whig leader Charles Fox but therein lies 
another story! Do you remember the film “The Duchess”? 

Anna Campbell 



# 

Find us at:   www.facebook.com/Carsphairnheritagecentre?ref=hl 

DON’T FORGET TO LIKE US!!! 

If you and your friends like what you see on our Facebook page please click on the 
like button.  This keeps us near the top of the  displayed  pages for all to see! 

 
* * * * * 

    

GETTING IN TOUCH 

Carsphairn Field Trip 

On Saturday 29th July there will be a field trip led by                    
David Bartholomew and Anna Campbell to various sites which are 
highlighted in "These Four Walls" , the 2017 exhibition at      
Carsphairn Heritage Centre. We envisage using several cars 
(depending on the numbers) and driving to several sites all within 
five miles west of the village. There will be short                         
walks to the sites where David and Anna will talk about the history 
and significance of them. Numbers will be limited to 20. The trip 
will start from Carsphairn Heritage Centre at 2pm and will last       
approximately 3 hours. Most of the walking will be on tracks but 
please wear suitable footwear for some rough ground. 

If you wish to come on this trip it would be helpful to us if you 
could book your place by Thursday 27th July either by email to   

info@carsphairnheritage.org or  phone  01644460208 or 
01644460653 

There is no charge for the field trip but donations to Carsphairn 

Heritage Group will be welcome. 


