


photography  nor  are  there  many
wealthy  antiquarians  about  today.
Thanks to Dr Fraser Hunter, many of us
now will look at our surroundings in the
Glenkens and realise that we live in a
landscape that still holds many secrets.

Newsletter Editor
Carol  Cathcart  became  editor  of  our
newsletter  in  January  1995.  That  was
No.  25  and  now  70  issues  and
seventeen and a half years later she is
retiring.
Carol’s enthusiasm, presentation skills,
artistic talent and typing prowess have
all made an invaluable contribution to a
publication  which  I  hope  you  have
enjoyed and one  that  has  recorded so
much of the heritage of Carsphairn. She
has also compiled such a useful index
of everything that has been included in
the newsletters.
I  remember  when  the  newsletter  was
first  started  in  1988  being  told  by  a
member of the community that it was a
bridge too far – that we would run out
of  material  quickly  so  it’s  a  real
pleasure  to  see  that  it  continues to be
published quarterly and will in autumn
2012 reach its 100th issue.
Much  of  its  continuing  success  has
been  due  to  Carol’s  many  attributes
listed here but an extra from her is that
she has generously shared the legacy of
the  McAdam  family  papers  and
artefacts with us. 

his  charge  in  favour  of  Sir  John
Gordon of Lochinvar. Several hunting
lodges  were  kept  up  in  the  forest
including  Castlemaddie  which  was
one of his favourite places. 
Bothies  were  built  for  ramblers  and
walkers  who  needed a  place  to  stay
overnight  and  the  Mountain  Bothies
Association  (MBA)  took  over  the
guardianship  of  them.  As  the  years
progressed,  certain  factions  began
using  the bothies for uses other than
those intended and began abusing and
trashing  them.  Early  in  2010,  the
MBA sadly took the decision to hand
over responsibility for the bothy to the
Forestry  Commission  and  they  then
boarded  it  up  in  February  2010.
Carsphairn  Heritage  Group  were
approached  by  the  Forestry
Commission (FC) as to whether they
would  be  prepared  to  take  on
responsibility for it but it was decided
that  it  was  not  something  we  could
not  do because we are  such a  small
group.  
The committee approached the FC to
enquire if we could either have some
of the stone brought to the Centre or
else  that  we  could  go  for  some
ourselves to allow us to create a small
cairn outside the Centre but we were
refused. 
The photographs in  the  next  column
are of the soon to be boarded up bothy
and the newly

Shiel of Castlemaddie Bothy
The Forest  of  Buchan was a royal
hunting  forest.  About  1,500  it
occupied  an  immense  area
including  land  in  the  parishes  of
Kells,  Carsphairn,  and  Minnigaff.
From  Loch  Doon  it  extended  to
Loch  Dee,  Loch  Trool,  and  the
River Cree. Much of the land was
bare  rocky  heath;  but  there  were
also  some  rich  and  well-sheltered
pastures, and many beautiful glens,
the whole abounding with game. As
late as 1684 Symson writes -"There
are  very large red deer,  and about
the mountain tops the tarmachan or
ptarmigan, a bird about the size of a
grouse cock. Eagles, both grey and
black,  also  bred  there."  The  latest
eagle  seen  among  the  hills  was
trapped  near  Loch  Dee  in  about
1860.  The  limits  of  the  forest
contracted  slowly,  and  in  the  17th
century  only  the  part  lying  in
Minnigaff retained the name of the
Forest of Buchan.
Castlemaddie  was the place where
the hounds were kept. And the name
Castlemaddie  means  “the  strong
place of the dogs”. This forest was
preserved for the exclusive hunting
of  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  and  for
many years  Earls  of  Cassilis  were
rangers, and had charge of it; but in
1628 the then Earl resigned

For  example,  Quentin  McAdam’s
opinionated letters around 1800 about his
horses, poaching, clothing, railways and
canals has given us a unique slant on the
activities of that time. Carol will continue
to provide illustrations and the occasional
article. Sheila Hey has offered to become
editor and we’re very grateful that she 
accepted  the  challenge  unhesitatingly.
Sheila brings a huge amount of computer
expertise  which  I’m  sure  will  be  well
used.
If,  in  future  you  would  like  to  receive
your newsletter by email please let Sheila
know at

smhey2007@yahoo.co.uk.
If  she  does  not  hear  from  you  your
newsletter  will  continue  to  be  sent  by
post.



for  a  pony  with  two  elegant  horns
attached  to  it.  Was  this  something
worn  by  a  pony  when  it  carried  a
warrior  into  battle  or  was  it
something  reserved  for  ceremonial
occasions?  Many  items  were  richly
decorated  and  suggested  that  the
Celts  of  Dumfries  and  Galloway
loved  display.  And  why  were  they
lying in  bog?  The  number  of  items
argued  against  them  arriving  there
accidentally;  possibly  they  were
offerings  to  spirits  which  the  Celts
believed  lived  beside  the  human
inhabitants of the land.
Hard  digging  or  chance  finds  were
not the only keys to the Celtic past.
One  wealthy  antiquarian  organised
the draining of Carlingwark Loch to
discover evidence of five crannogs in
the  silt.  More  recently  aerial
photography  during  dry  summers
when all the grass was burned away
revealed  concentric  circles  on  the
ground. Further investigation showed
that  these  lines  marked  the  site  of
long buried walls and were evidence
that the Celts lived in round houses.
In the same way the sites of Roman
forts  could  be  found  with  straight
lines meeting to form right angles.
Alas, recent weather has not provided
ideal  conditions  for  archaeology  by
aerial 

 Sheila Mackenzie

Extract from the Report of the
Proceedings at the Institution of

“The Muir Scholars’ prizes Fund”
in connection with the Free

Endowed School Dalry.  Thursday
16th August 1866.

The  Prizes  Fund  was  raised  in
honour of Mr Peter Muir who was
the teacher at the school. There was
a  presentation  to  him  by  the
subscribers  to  the  fund  in
commemoration of the event. It was
a very splendid occasion with many
tributes being paid to him.
In the evening after the presentation
Mr Muir was entertained to supper
at  the  Plough  Inn,  Dalry.  Again
many  speeches  were  made  and
songs  sung.  Whilst  there  is  no
mention of Carsphairn in the report
there  were  several  speeches  of
interest  to  Carsphairn  Heritage
Group.
Mr Hunter of Ardoch in his reply to
the tenant  farmers of the Glenkens
“did not believe there was a better
set  of  farmers  in  the  known world
than those of the Glenkens, for the
raising  of  big  turnips;  and  with
liquid  manuring  they  could  raise
monster turnips on the top of a bare
craig.  
(Great  laughter)  Joking  apart,  no
one who knew the Glenkens thirty

A LANDSCAPE FULL OF
SECRETS 

On Friday 7 October we met in the
Catstrand,  New  Galloway,  a  venue
offering  us  high  quality  visual
technology  to  support  Dr  Fraser
Hunter speaking  on  Celts  and
Romans in Dumfries and Galloway.
Dr  Hunter caught our attention from
the start by reminding us of how we
often visualise the Celts as a band of
hairy warriors stretching from Ireland
to the Black Sea speaking the same
language,  living  in  identical
conditions and ready to brandish their
weapons at the slightest provocation.
He  asked  us  to  dismiss  this
stereotype.  The  Celts  shared  a
common  source  for  their  language
but  their  way  of  life  differed  from
one area to another. Archaeology has
found many well preserved artefacts
of  the  Celtic  period;  we  should  not
try to fit them into our preconceived
picture of the times but ask what the
artefacts themselves tell us about the
world which produced them.
He showed us, thanks to the 
Catstrand's excellent technology, 
slides of a number of amazing items 
which had been found in Dumfries 
and Galloway often having been 
preserved in bog for hundreds of 
years. 
One was a highly decorated cap

erected cairn. The inscription on the 
cairn reads
“

The photograph below is how the 
bothy looked before it was boarded 
up.

This photograph was taken after the
new cairn had been erected in 2011. 



Celtic Crosses
A group of us led by Anna Campbell,
ages spanning the generations, set out
from The Liggate on a fine Sunday
afternoon in August. We were joined
by  3  visitors  from  Balmaclellan,
having seen the walk advertised on a
poster under the auspices of the Kirk
social committee.
Passing through the farm of Carnavel
we  soon  made  good  progress
following  the  Old  Pack  Road  as  it
snakes its way along Bardennoch Hill
with the Rhinns of Kells on our right.
We passed  through the  kissing  gate
and  continued  following  a  track
running  parallel  with  a  stone  dyke.
We then passed through the farm gate
leading to the hill where the crosses
were.
The Celtic crosses, which are said to
be 4,000 years  old,  were carved on
ancient stone by the Celts that lived
and farmed in this area for centuries,
and  have  survived,  sadly  not  all
intact,  the  harsh  weather  meted  out
year after year.
There was a prize for the first of the
group  to  discover  a  cross.  The
crosses  are  not  easy  to  find  on  the
hillside as they no longer stand, but
lie where they have fallen
Lewis Craig, grandson of David and
Margaret Richmond, was the first to
find a stone cross. We 

found 3 in all. Pictures were taken, the
prize  given.  We  then  had  our  picnics,
and,  after  a  short  sharp  squall  that
moved overhead,  we  turned  and made
our way down the hillside, having been
satisfied  that  our  journey  was  not
wasted.  The  excitement  of  finding  the
crosses fresh in our minds, we made a
merry group returning to the Liggate to
make our way home. 

Elizabeth Affleck

The following photographs were
taken during our walk.

years ago could doubt that it had made
amazing progress in that time.  A great
part of the district was rocky and bare,
and the purple heather in some degree
hid its barrenness; but a vast amount of
labour had been bestowed on drainage,
both of arable land, meadows, bogs and
sheep walks; artificial manure and lime
had  been  liberally  applied  and  the
produce both of the fields and pastures
had been greatly augmented.  Stock of
all kinds was much superior to what it
was  thirty  years  ago.   Farmers  at
present  had  every  encouragement  in
good  prices  to  go  on  improving.”
(Cheers)
And the toast  to  the  Ladies  given by
Mr  Ferguson  now  a  lawyer  in
Linlithgow. “He had always pleasure in
revisiting his native district,  which he
did generally once a year, as it recalled
his younger days spent on the banks of
the warbling Ken.  
He hoped the single gentlemen present
would  be  more  gallant  to  the  ladies
than  Mr  Muir  had  been,  for  such  a
galaxy of  youth and beauty as  it  had
been his pleasure to see that afternoon
it had rarely been his lot to witness.
The  party,  which  was  a  very  jubilant
one,  broke  up  at  the  hour  of  special
licence  –  three  o  clock  –  on  Friday
morning.
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Shiel of Castlemaddie Bothy

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the

Carsphairn Heritage Group will be held at
Lagwyne Hall, Carsphairn on
Friday November 18th 2011

AGM at 7.30pm

After the official business is concluded Robin Ade will give a talk on his
very  varied  life  spanning fishing  in  the  local  burns  to  his  work  with
schools in remote parts of Afghanistan. Robin’s book “Fisher in the Hills”
has been reprinted for its 25th anniversary

Refreshments

Here are a  few of the many fascinating artefacts  at  the 2011
Exhibition.  We  are  very  grateful  to  people  who  have  kindly
loaned  them  to  us.  They  were  very  interesting  and  much
appreciated.
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