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Chairman’s Report

It  is  good  to  report  another  successful

season. The exhibition has been very well

received. Having artefacts that people can

see  and  touch  seems  to  trigger  a  more

emotional response in our visitors. While

on duty I had the most interest shown in

the agricultural items and I think we could

have  had  more  of  them.  The  typewriter

too caused much hilarity amongst visiting

children  intrigued  by  the  idea  that  they

were used before computers.

 It was very nice to be able to rummage

through the loft  of  the Centre and bring

out objects that had been donated but not

displayed very much before. It highlights

again how much we need and appreciate

the things that are donated to the Centre.

We are very grateful to all who donated or

loaned  items  for  the  exhibition  and  to

those  who  helped  put  the  exhibition

together. 

Our visitor  numbers  were slightly down

this year from 1146 to 1106. This was not

as big a drop as last year and it is reflected

in our healthy donations this year. These

were  boosted  by  the  fabulous  talk  in

October  given  by  Dr  Fraser  Hunter  on

Celts  and  Romans  in  Dumfries  and

Galloway.  It  generated  a  great  deal  of

interest and I hope we get the opportunity

of attracting another speaker through the

archaeology month series.

Once  again  lots  of  lovely,  appreciative

comments from our visitors – from

2

those  who  had  memories  prompted  by

the  artefacts  to  children  intrigued  by

unusual things. We seemed to have more

children signing the book this year. The

comment  that  stands  out  for  me  was

from a child who wrote “It is very lovely

I wish I came here again” 

As you will see from the financial report

we are financially very stable. This is in

no small part due to the generosity of the

Carsphairn Renewable Energy Fund Ltd.

We were awarded two grants this year,

one  for  our  leaflets  and  the  other  a

revenue grant to cover the running costs

of the Centre. 

I  am  heartened  to  see  so  many  new

stewards and apologise  to  those I  have

not yet  met.  I  look forward to meeting

you  properly  at  the  Stewards  lunch

tomorrow. As I say every year to all the

stewards without you we could not open.

What  you  do  is  invaluable  and  much

appreciated. 

I  would like to  take the opportunity to

thank  members  of  the  committee  for

their  work  throughout  the  year.  Ruth

does  a  brilliant  just  looking  after  the

books  but  also  finds  the  time  to  assist

with  the  development  of  the  new  web

site,  with the help of Allan and Sheila,

and continues her good work revamping

our  trails.  Anne  and  Elizabeth  took  on

the  job of  looking after  the sales  table

and  I  note  that,  despite  the  rise  in

expenditure for the sales table with new

display stands and craft items, the sales

were significantly up on last year. Joyce,

who quietly organises the rota amongst

her other secretarial duties



identified and  named. We had, in 2010

a  very  generous  gift  of  a  Carsphairn

School  Dux  medal  which  was

displayed  for  the  first  time  in  the

exhibition.  This  was  given  "as  a

memorial of Col John Clark Kennedy

C.B. of Knockgray in fulfilment of his

expressed desire by his widow"

Our  agricultural  collection  benefitted

by the gift of two trophies each in the

form of a gong attached to two horns

with  inscriptions  and  to  add  to  our

sports  artefacts  we  received  a  carpet

bowl dated 1926 and two vases which

were  prizes  for  a  carpet  bowling

tournament held at Holm of Dalquhairn

in  the  1920s.

Our household collection was enriched

by some World War 2 cake tins and a

jug given as a gift by someone leaving

the parish in 1921.

All  the  items  are  now  packed  away

back in our loft and perhaps one day in

the future,  they may be able to come

out of retirement and delight  us once

again.

Sheila Hey

100th EDITION OF OUR

NEWSLETTER

This will come in Autumn 2012. We'd

like to make it special. If you have any

ideas  of  how  to  celebrate  it  or

contributions  for  it  please  contact

Sheila.
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and  always  says  it  is  no  bother  getting

people to steward, when we all know it can

be! Anna who deals with all the emails and

enquiries  throughout  the  year  and  can

answer  every  question  you  can  think  of

about  Carsphairn.  Allan  has  been  quietly

and with no fuss systematically putting all

of  our  archived  material  on  to  the

computer.  Robin  whose  skill  and  talents

are about to be heard.

I  would  like  to  pay  particular  tribute  to

Carol  who  has  done  a  fantastic  job

producing  the  Newsletter  for  18  years.  I

know she has struggled over the years to

get people to produce articles but she has

never failed a deadline and has produced

something  that  is  now  a  really  valuable

resource for our Centre and to Sheila who

has thankfully taken it on.

I would like to thank you all very much for

making the  committee  such  an  enjoyable

one to be on and look forward (although

sadly  not  as  Chair)  to  working  with  you

next year on our new exhibition.

Agnes Holden

2011 Exhibition

The 2011 Exhibition,  “Legacies  from the

Loft” was, in the main, made  up of items

found  in  the  Centre  loft  and  developed

from  there  with  many  more  items  being

kindly brought in by members of the public

as well as committee and group members.

There were many exciting exhibits as well

as  some  unusual  ones  which  we  had

difficulty  identifying  at  the  beginning  of

the season but gradually over the months

almost all the items were



Important items dropped by the Dominie

aircraft were tins of milk for four month

old Michael  Martin,  son of a Carsphairn

small holder.

-------------------------

Airmen Thanked

Taken from unknown newspaper in 1948

When the little community of Carsphairn,

in the wild Galloway hills was cut off for a

fortnight by heavy snow storms last March

and April, an R.A.F. Dominie aircraft from

the R.A.F. at Turnhouse flew low over the

snowbound village and dropped bread for

the people and medical supplies for a sick

child.   The  villagers  of  Carsphairn  have

just  said “thank you” in  a  practical  way

with  a  cheque  for  £20  10s  for  the

Turnhouse  Commanding  Officer’s

Benevolent Fund.  Forwarding the cheque,

Mr James Cooper, an Edinburgh solicitor

who  was  himself  snow  bound  in

Carsphairn  at  the  time  says  it  is  the

proceeds of dances and whist drives held

in the village.

“As Carsphairn is a tiny community they

must have worked very hard to collect this

sum” he adds. The organiser of the effort

in Carsphairn was Miss Helen Lawrence

who has received a letter of thanks from

Squadron  Leader  J  Elkington,  Station

Commander at Turnhouse.

The following newspaper extracts,  the

poem and the letter  in  this  newsletter

are taken from the scrapbooks kept for

so  many  years  by  Miss  Diana

Lawrence. She passed away in October

2011 and the Heritage Group has been

given a number of scrapbooks in which

she  collected  local  material  so

diligently for many years. They will be

kept  with  all  the  other  material  and

slides that  she generously gave to the

Heritage Group over the last ten years. 

 
Village says “Thanks RAF” with £20

Headline in Daily Mail sometime in

1948.

The  tiny  Galloway  village  of

Carsphairn  (population  about  65)  has

sent  £20.10s  “Thank  you”  cheque  to

the  C.O’s  Benevolent  Fund  at

Turnhouse  Aerodrome  in  appreciation

of  the  efforts  of  R.A.F.  men  who

dropped  supplies  to  them  when  they

were  snowbound  for  a  fortnight  last

winter.

Organisers  of  the  effort  were  Mrs  N

Lawrence and her two daughters Helen

and Diana who live in the village.

“The  money  was  raised  by  a  whist

drive and dance last December”, Miss

Helen  Lawrence  said  yesterday,  “and

we also raffled a cake and tins of jam”.

We felt  we would like to say “Thank

You”  to  the  RAF  for  their  help  and

have  received  a  letter  of  appreciation

from the Station Commander.
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G and J Girdwood,

Bread & Biscuit Bakers

168 High Street Ayr

Telephone No. 151 Ayr

14th June 1907

Mrs E Wilson,

Shiel.

Dear Madam,

We have your  order  for  wedding cake

No 2 and thank you for same.

Unless  we  hear  from  you  to  the

contrary, we shall despatch it per 11.45

train on Wednesday 26th June.

Yours truly,

G and J Girdwood.

This handwritten letter was in one of

Miss  Lawrence’s  scrap  books.

Presumably the cake would have been

put on the bus at Dalmellington station

and  then  delivered  or  picked  up  in

Carsphairn. 

----------------

If you have any items you think would

be of interest to our readers, could you

please send them to the Editor via

either email at

smhey2007@yahoo.co.uk or to her

home address which is shown on the

last page of this newsletter

2012 Exhibition.

We are very pleased to tell you that

there will be an exhibition about the

full  and  varied  life  of  Lt.   Colonel

John Clark Kennedy.  We are grateful

to the Clark Kennedy family for their

encouragement  and  support  and

particularly to Hugh who is providing

so much material about his father.

Every year, since 1992, the Heritage

Group  has  held  an  exhibition  to

which the Colonel, as he was known

to all  of  us,  either provided at  least

one  amazing  artefact  or  for  two

consecutive years brought in enough

material  for  exhibitions  about  the

Clark Kennedy family’s 300 years at

Knockgray.

Very  occasionally  he  gave  us

information about himself, but he was

very modest about his achievements

and  only  now  as  we  assemble  the

information do we start to realise the

depth  and  breadth  not  only  of  his

career but also his subsequent life in

Carsphairn.

It is an enormous challenge to us to

do justice  to  this  remarkable  officer

and gentleman. We hope that you will

have an  opportunity  to  come to  the

Heritage Centre during the season to

look at the life of a man whom it was

such a pleasure to know.
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Tis Seaton of that ilk, I trow,

His age is seventy four

He climbs the mountains rugged brow

As days and years before.

And who is he that leads the band

His heart devoid of fears,

As stout as any in the land,

That carry four score years.

Tis Furmiston a man of mark

Between the Deugh and Ken

Far as he walked in light and dark

This doughtiest of men

When he was young and morning shone

Upon his manly brow

His step was fleet and with him none

Could o’er the moorlands go.

Now four score years are on his head

And yet his eye is bright,

While the blessings of the poor are shed

Where the almond blossoms white.

A friend of all his kind is he

A standard bearer true

Who for the light and liberty

Is Presbyterian blue

Long may he step upon the green

His spreading flocks to view

And be the man that he has been

For wit and kindness true.

The Ascent of Cairnsmoor by three

old men in March 1890.

Composed by Rev James Mather

(Minister of the United Free Church,

Dalry)

It was in March as I have heard,

When the wind was high and stern,

And roared between Beninners Head

And Cairnsmore of Carsphairn

That three old men with staffs in hand,

Went up the mountain’s side

And on the summit proudly scanned

The storm and misty tide.

And who are these that thus invade,

The mountain in his wrath,

Whom  cloud  and  tempest  have  not

swayed,

To take a humbler path.

One of these three is Milligan,

For years bygones a stranger

Who heath Beninner grew a nau

A sturdy mountain ranger

Three years beyond the allotted span.

He fares this March weather

Yet light his step where once he ran

A boy among the heather.

Another name that Ken well honours

Doth with his brother’s marrow

Whose locks are white with driven snow

On the mountains of Cornharrow
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he conducted in the parishes.  Sometimes

he  had  considerable  distances  to  get  to

some of the most outlying homes in the

Glenkens. A few are included below.

At  Munigree  (or  Margree)  I  married

Elizabeth  Dick  to  David  Patterson  of

Cornharrow  on  the  27th May  1887.  I

walked there and back over the moor. A

glorious  evening  between  8  and  9

o’clock.  Saw  the  stumps  of  rainbows

toward the south.

At Carsphairn on the First of June 1887, I

married  Thomas  Bell  to  Margaret

Barbour in the house of Miss McMillan. I

was driven up and walked home by the

Knowe,  Dundeugh  and  Glenhoul.  The

marriage was at  6 pm. Was home at  11

pm.

At  the  Liggate,  Carsphairn,  I  married

James Wilson Seaton (of Cornharrow) to

Mary Anderson, on the 12th June 1891.

At  Margree  I  married  James  Dalziel,

Shoemaker  of  Dalry  to  Agnes  Dick,

daughter  of  the  late  James  Dick, on

Tuesday  afternoon  the  19th day  of

February 1892. Mrs Mather walked with

me  there  and  back  both  times  over  the

moor.  Snow  was  on  the  ground  and  a

keen  frost  prevailed.  We  come  home

about 8.30 pm in a moonless night.

I  married  Robert  Grierson  to  Mary

Murray  at  Moorbrock  on  Friday  30th

March 1894 at 4 pm.
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And when the yearly spring comes round

And the cuckoo haunts the hill

While the primrose checks the shady ground

That guards the mountain rill.

May these three heroes meet again

And visit Cairnsmore grey

And may the sun on Deugh and Ken

Make that a glorious day.

Where they have climbed the hill of time

And can no further go

Upon this bent and hoary rime

And ages alpine snow.

Like Moses from Mount Nebo’s peak

And Aaron from Mount Hor

May they in God there treasure seek

And find life evermore.

--------------------------

Rev. James  Mather  was  the  United

Presbyterian (U.P.) Church minister of Dalry.

Whilst there were problems in the Church of

Scotland  in  Carsphairn  in  1881  a  preaching

station for the U.P. church was set up in the

school.  This  was  regarded  as  a  temporary

measure  as  many  of  those  who  attended

looked on sermons outside the parish church

as  “only  good  for  the  present  distress”.  In

1892 Dalry and Carsphairn were adjoined on

the understanding that  Rev.  Mather  with the

help of a preacher would be in charge. In 1893

the newly built U.P. church was opened in the

village  and  on  1st June  1897  it  became  a

separate  charge  with  Rev.  William  Fraser

becoming the first minister. 

Rev. Mather kept a notebook of marriages

(Continues in next column)



Carsphairn Heritage Group

2011 Exhibition

I think the Heritage Centre is great.

The ram’s head freaked me out but I

like the Centre because it’s about the

history where we live and it’s great

see all the old things.

By Jessica Dovaston aged 10

I love the Centre and like to write in

the visitor’s book. I like to see the

old  clothes.  I  like  history  so  it’s

good to learn about what happened

in Carsphairn and around the area.

It’s great and the people that work in

the Centre are nice too.

By Jamie Dovaston aged 10

Carsphairn Heritage Group

2011 Exhibition

I liked the typewriter best but I also

liked  the  beautiful  dresses.  The

exhibition  gives  us  a  lot  of

information  about  Carsphairn  as  it

was a long time ago. 

By Rebekah Phillips aged 11

I liked the ram’s head best because

it  seemed to be looking at  you all

the  time.  I  also  liked  the  driving

whips and the trophies.

By Reuben Phillips aged 10
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