
Memories of Glenrosa, Carsphairn 

 

Mrs Marjorie Lewis who lives in New Zealand visited Carsphairn last summer and 

gave us copies of letters written by her father Gordon and aunt Dorothy in 1999 

recalling their childhood visits to Carsphairn, to Glenrosa which belonged to their 

mother in the late 1920s and before that to Dr James Brown. Their grandfather 

McMath had been born in Lagwyne Cottage. We have used extracts from the 

letters. (Glenrosa is situated on the right hand side of the street if one is going 

north next to what used to be the old post office. 

 

“The Carsphairn house was very, very old.  It was built of brick, plastered both 

inside and outside, with a “pebble dash on the outside walls, that is, many little 

pebbles embedded in the plaster, and the whole thing white-washed. It had been 

two little workmen’s cottages, each one a “butt and a ben”, that is just two rooms, 

the main room for cooking, but also with a “wall bed” set into an alcove in the 

wall, curtained off from the room, and a second room off it, the bedroom proper.   

 

Cooking would originally have been on an open fire but by Dr Brown’s time there 

was a proper coal range.  Long ago these two houses had been knocked into one, 

with a narrow stairway between them, leading to the attics.  Before that, the only 

access to the attic would have been by ladder to the trapdoor in the main room.  

Later still, an annex had been added at the back with a bathroom and a tiny 

scullery with a kerosene stove and a sink. 

 
But in spite of all this modernisation all water still had to be pumped up by hand 

into a storage tank from underground.  We used to do a stint on that every day each 

being young, I didn’t do a long time.  It made you admire the women who brought 

up a family in those conditions, long ago.  

 

There was also a porch built over the two front doors, minus doors for the entry 

and my mother improved it more, by building our dormer windows in the roof, 

making the attics into quite attractive little bedrooms. 

 

The other main room, the parlour was a perfect example of the period, even to the 

horsehair covered sofa and chairs.  I hated them – it was scratchy on my bare legs. 

But then the Victorians never had bare legs, even the little girls. 

Dorothy Duff 
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In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries people from Carsphairn moved to New 

Zealand.  Now, in the twenty first century, we have many visitors from New 

Zealand, curious to acknowledge their roots. 
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I realise as I put this newsletter together that there is a New Zealand theme 

running through it. This was not deliberately planned but it does highlight 

the close association Scotland, and in this case, Carsphairn has with New 

Zealand.  The number of visitors from there to the Heritage Centre is 

always high in comparison with other countries. In 2014, New Zealand 

visitors have shared their Carsphairn connections with us and bought books 

for our reference section signifying their pride in ancestors from here. After 

a visit in the summer Rod McAdam has sent us copies of MACADAM; The 

McAdam family and the Turnpike Roads 1798-1861 and one entitled John 

Louden McAdam.  

 

At our Annual General Meeting it was agreed that membership 

subscriptions will increase to £5 for Senior Citizens and £10 for all others. 

As you will all be painfully aware we have had to do this because of the 

steep increase in postage.  Several members do receive their newsletters by 

email and if you would like to do this please let either the Membership 

Secretary (myself) or the Editor (Mrs Sheila Hey) know.  Details are on the 

enclosed membership form. We have always been very grateful for any 

additional donations that are given for the Group. 

 

We would be very grateful for contributions to the newsletter. It’s always a 

pleasure to receive material from anyone with an interest in or memory of 

Carsphairn.  If anyone would like to discuss it beforehand please get in 

touch with Sheila Hey smhey2014@yahoo.co.uk or myself 

annacampbell403@btinternet.com  

 

The Committee is preparing for our 2015 exhibition which will be 

commemorating the 200
th

 anniversary of the building of the current 

Carsphairn Church. This is the time of year when we have most meetings as 

we grapple with the chosen subject, do the research, edit our writing, mount 

the information and put it up in time for an Easter opening. We have not yet 

got a title though great consideration has been given to it.  If anyone would 

like to make suggestions for a short title please email me as soon as 

possible. 

 

We re-open on 3
rd

 April 2015. 
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Later, in New Zealand the family wondered whatever had happened to his 

VC. His widow went to China where she became a missionary and 

eventually retired to Ireland, never having remarried. Samuel’s sister visited 

her in 1972 when she said that the medals would be returned to the family 

in New Zealand but after her death, soon after, they heard nothing and the 

trail went cold. 

 

In October 1981 a notice appeared in the Nelson Evening Mail headlined 

“VC for sale”. It turned out that Samuel’s VC was to be auctioned in 

Sotheby’s that week together with various other medals belonging to him. 

The Forsyth family were not able to prove their connection to the medals 

but through correspondence in the New Zealand newspapers established 

new links with other members of the family descended from the other 

daughters of Mary Hope. 

 

Sotheby’s wrote to the family in 1982 telling them of what had happened to 

the medals after Samuel’s widow’s death. In 1977 they were sold to a 

Canadian collector and became much travelled in displays in Europe and 

the USA. In 1980 they were sold to a London dealer who then sold them on 

at Sotheby’s where they were bought by a Melbourne dealer for a Sydney 

collector. In 1992 the VC was bought privately for the Lord Ashcroft 

collection. 

 

And there the story really ends but not quite because when I went to the 

Imperial War Museum in November last year I went to the Ashcroft Gallery 

in which, magnificently displayed, are Lord Ashcroft’s collection of VCs 

and amongst them I found Samuel’s VC together with a description of his 

bravery. So another connection between Carsphairn and the Great War, 

albeit a little tenuous, but Samuel’s grandfather had been amongst the last to 

be employed at the Woodhead leadmine.  

 

Anna Campbell 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
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Another Carsphairn connection to a Great War VC 

 

In 2011 Mrs Grace Ramsay wrote two articles for our newsletter entitled “My 

search for the Hope Family” in which she traced the history of one particular 

branch throughout the nineteenth century  from Carsphairn to New Galloway, back 

to Carsphairn and then to Dalmellington until they left for New Zealand  after 

1889. 

 

I take up the story of Mary Hope, born in Carsphairn who had lived with her 

husband Robert Dalgleish at the Woodhead leadmine where he was listed as a 

labourer in the 1871 census. After leaving the leadmine they settled in 

Dalmellington. 

 

After Robert’s death Mary, her four daughters and granddaughter emigrated to 

New Zealand. Her daughter Grace, widowed in Scotland, remarried in New 

Zealand a man who we only know as Mr Forsyth and they had a son called Samuel 

born in 1891 in Wellington. 

 

When World War 1 started Samuel enlisted in the New Zealand Expeditionary 

Force and embarked for the Middle East in October 1914 with the Field Engineers. 

He fought at Gallipoli, was injured and evacuated to England, where he fell in love 

with one of his nurses and married her. 

 

 By 1918 he had been promoted to sergeant. On 24 August his battalion was tasked 

with the capture of the village of Grevillers.  The soldiers were halted by German 

machine gun fire on the outskirts of the village but through the courageous actions 

of Sergeant Forsyth, were able to capture the village. He was killed by a sniper 

during the battle. 

 

Samuel Forsyth was posthumously awarded the VC for most conspicuous bravery 

and devotion to duty in attack. From the commencement of the attack until the 

time of his death Sergeant Forsyth’s courage and coolness, combined with great 

power of initiative, proved an invaluable incentive to all who were with him, and 

he undoubtedly saved many casualties among his comrades. 

 

Later, in New Zealand the family wondered whatever had happened to his VC. His 

widow went to China where she became a missionary and eventually retired to 

Ireland, never having remarried. Samuel’s sister visited her in 1972 when she said 

that the medals would be returned to the family in New Zealand but after her 

death, soon after, they heard nothing and the trail went cold. 
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Chairman’s Report for 2014 

 

I feel we have gone the whole circle this year as we started with the postponed 

2013 AGM in February and finish with the 2014 AGM in November. 

 

During the winter the Centre was repainted and new LED lights were put in and 

the heaters were repositioned which we all feel has made a difference this year.  As 

the lights were LED ones the costs of our electricity bills have declined. 

 

The committee was at its most active in the winter in the preparation of the 

exhibition Petticoat Tales, The Gentle Touch. A great deal of work goes into the 

content and mounting and displaying all the material. It was well received with lots 

of compliments about the content, lay out and the ladies featured in it. As ever we 

received a lot of help from members and others and their input was greatly 

appreciated. The exhibition will be featured in this year’s Carsphairn school 

calendar.  The children come to the exhibition, look for information which they 

then record pictorially as well as in the written word for their colourful calendars. 

 

We continue to provide family history information and there’s a great deal of 

satisfaction in showing a gravestone, a house or even a ruin. Visitors have come 

from near and far, particularly New Zealand this year. 

 

This year, another village, planning on setting up a Heritage Group has visited us 

twice seeking advice and learning from our experience.  We also hosted an 

Ayrshire Group in September who were looking at some of the Stewartry 

voluntary groups. 

 

Our stewards, as ever, have been so loyal to us and I must say they are multi-

talented.  They are able to find information for visitors whether it be a piece of 

family history or the distance from a to b and have also been able to console weary 

travellers when they realise that they have to undertake a 60 mile detour to go to 

Dalmellington. 

 

We are grateful to the Carsphairn Renewal Energy Fund Limited  for granting us 

revenue grants as well as funding our flyers and to all those members who give 

generous donations when they send their annual subscriptions and to those who 

give their time and talent so freely to the group. 

 

The committee meetings are full of strong opinions, positive ideas, much laughter 

and great enthusiasm which make them a pleasure to chair because in all the broad 
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spectrum of opinions we can come to a consensus and always move forward. This 

year there have been 12 members and each of them has played such an important 

part in the group. I could describe their individual talents and what they have done 

but it would take some time to give each of them the credit they are due. Should 

anyone be interested we are now on Facebook. 

 

Two of our committee members, Carol Cathcart and Agnes Holden are resigning 

after many years of involvement with the Group. Carol, along with her late 

husband Charles was involved from 1982 when an exhibition was held in this hall. 

Since the Heritage Group was constituted in 1987 she has always been a member 

of the committee, editor of the newsletter for many years, responsible for the 

setting up of the exhibition and her enthusiasm for Carsphairn and its heritage has 

never diminished. 

 

Likewise, Agnes has also been involved for many years and her roles, too, have 

been diverse. She has been chairman, vice chairman, treasurer, mounted the 

exhibition for countless years as well as providing wonderful cakes, canapés and 

catering at private viewings, stewards lunches and meetings like this. 

 

We will miss the support from these two ladies immensely but I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank them for their unstinting support and to wish them well in 

pastures new. 

 

 Plans are already being made for 2015 exhibition which will mark the 200th 

anniversary of the current church building. 

 

It’s very pleasing to report that Carsphairn Heritage Group is in good heart. 

 

Anna Campbell 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 
Carsphairn Church Communion 1934 

 

Numbers attending communion in 1934:- 

 

April 75, 

July 64 

November 85 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
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Dalmellington. 
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